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Abstract
On the Community Considered by the Wood Circles of the Final Jomon Period
Naoto YAMAMOTO

The wood circles are found during Final Jomon Period in the Noto peninsula. It locates in the central
part of Japanese Islands and it protrudes into the Sea of Japan.

The wood circles consist of 6, 8 or 10 poles arranged in a circular configuration of 6 to 8 meters in
diameter, having a gate-like structure. These poles are made of large chestnut logs which are split in
half, and their cut surfaces are always oriented outward. The wood circles are dated from ¢.900 cal
BC to ¢.500 cal BC. The upper structure was almost completely decayed and lost and we excavated
the remains of logs in the underground. So the upper structure is not known if it was a part of a
building or only columns. Some archaeologists suppose it to be a building for residential, ceremonial or
monumental purposes. It remains inconclusive.

Although the wood circles have been documented at 16 sites, the 12 of them included large pits
arranged in a circular configuration without poles or only wooden poles without pits. Absolute evidence
of wood circles is found only at 4 sites; Chikamori site, Mawaki site, Yonaizumi site and Sakuramachi
site.

The people of Jomon Period were hunter-gatherer-fishers. According to the recent study, it was
introduced the cultivation of rice in paddy field from the Korean peninsula in ¢.930 cal BC. It is
supposed this information might be reached to the people in the Noto peninsula through some kind
of network. The date of constructing the wood circles corresponds with the period when the paddy
rice growing was introduced to the northern Kyusyu and distributed to the western Japan. So, it is not
difficult to imagine the Jomon people of the Noto peninsula needed to strengthen integration of their
local communities against the new system of subsistence and ideology. The construction of the wood
circles could function for this purpose.
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