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ABSTRACT

Representation Structure of “Not Getting a Job” and Career Indecision Among
University Students: Examination through Text Mining Techniques

Hideharu SUGIMOTO

The present study examined the representation structure of “not getting a job” among university
students and the relationships between such representations and career indecision. A total of 503 uni-
versity students were asked to report how they would think about “not getting a job” in an open-ended
question along with two scales measuring career indecision and the representations of getting a job.
Results of text mining techniques indicated that the high, middle, and low classes of the text data sub-
scale and the representation subscale were divided into eight clusters respectively: these were “negative

£

aspect”, “chasing one’s dream”, “do-what-one-wants-to-do oriented”, “position in society”, “ambivalent
aspect”, “dependence on the family”, “impossibility of life”, and “critical aspect”. The negative aspect
was categorized into the same cluster as the representation of getting a job that had preventing effects
on career choices, whereas the critical aspect was grouped into the same cluster as the representation
with enhancing effects. The ambivalent aspect and the low class of the representation subscale were
sorted into the same cluster. Furthermore, it was found that those who captured the representations
of “not getting a job” as the “negative aspect”, “chasing one’s dream”, or “do-what-one-wants-to-do
oriented” were most likely to be with an undecided career. Those who regarded such representations
as “position in society”, “ambivalent aspect”, or “impossibility of life” were less likely to have had an
undecided career, while students seeing the representations as “’dependence on the family” or “critical
aspect” were least likely. These results confirmed that the representations of “not getting a job” among
university students had various aspects, and they could possibly affect students’ career indecision.

(Number of words: 268 words)

Key words: Representations of “Not Getting a Job”, Career Indecision, Text Mining Techniques, Uni-
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