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Abstract
The Great Uprising of Upper Egypt in the Mediterranean Context
Yoshiyuki Suto

This paper aims at elucidating the historical settings of the great uprising of the native Egyptians against
the Ptolemies, lasting from 206 BC to 186 BC, in the wider Mediterranean context. This internal affair has
traditionally been interpreted as a symptom of general decline of the Ptolemaic rule, though close observations
of the course of the revolts strongly suggest that both foreign and domestic policies of the Ptolemaic court as
well as that of the influential political body of Egyptian priests toward the rebels had recognizable relations to
the political situations outside Egypt, the advance of the Romans into the East Mediterranean in particular. The
mutual agreement between Ptolemy V and the Egyptian priests (Memphis decree) was announced just after
the battle of Cynoscephalae and the Ptolemies mounted s serious counteroffensive against the rebels only after
the treaty of Apamea, which removed the direct threat from the Seleucids. The fact that diplomatic activities
of Komanos preceded his final suppression of the rebellion in 186 also corroborates the view that the foreign
and domestic affairs of this period were closely interrelated under the Ptolemaic rule.

Keywords: Ptolemies, revolt, Hellenism, Mediterranean
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