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Ptolemais: the lost city of the
Ptolemies

J G Manning

joseph.manning@yale.edu

The Ptolemaic state in historic context

Dynasty 4 2613-2494 BC 119 years
Dynasty 5 2494-2345BC 149 years
Dynasty 6 2345-2181 BC 164 years
Dynasty 12 1985-1773 BC 212 years
Dynasty 18 1550-1295 BC 255 years
Dynasty 19 1295-1186 BC 109 years
Dynasty 20 1186-1069 BC 117 years
Dynasty 26 656-525 BC 131 years
First Persian period 525-404 BC 121 years

The Ptolemies 305-30 BC 275 years

Table 1. Length of important dynasties in Egyptian history.
Year dates taken from Shaw (2000).

January 7, 2012 JG Manning 4

What are the questions?

* How did the Ptolemies take over and govern an ancient,
bureaucratic empire?

* How do we to understand the Ptolemaic state in the broad
historic context of Egyptian and premodern states?

*  What was the impact of Ptolemaic governance on Egypt?
«  What was the balance between Greek and Egyptians?
« All of these questions suggest that we focus on institutions

January 7, 2012 JG Manning 2 5
The economy Interpretive problems
+ Role of the state vs. role of demographic change . E h . tat t t th th
cconomic intensification- increased urbanization, increased long-distance trade, and increased mphasis on state structure ratner than
monetization . . . .
+ structure- intensified agrarian production, royal banks, and royal granaries institutions/human behavior
+ Greek as administrative language . )
© Incentive sinuture » Assumptions of centralized state, and
Contract wage labor, in the agricultural sphere as well as for short-term building projects, canal
building and the like, was common, payment, daily or monthy, being done in kind as well as cash controlled economy
Ptolemaic taxation policy, and the creation of banks, that required some taxes to be collected, or at
least calculated, in terms of money played key roles in monetization
*  The paucity of price data preserved in the papyri is a serious barrier to understanding the long-term
performance of the Ptolemaic economy
*  The ARMY was the key driver of the new fiscal system
6
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Sources/problems

How much survives? Rt
(Posener =.0001 %) mpie Ziaporer
Greek papyri *r*/,'/*""k’ ér
Demotic Egyptian papyri Ea ’;"“ -
Temple inscriptions Chtel SR ]
Emphasis on culture

Other methods: historical sociology,
Economics etc. E9tper’

Configuration of academic : -
departments S o)

e nfc

More problems

* Emphasis on Greek sources leads to
emphasis on Greek population and on
the Fayyum region

* The Zenon archive

» Fayyum was atypical

« Static analysis

« Efficient, despotic state

UPPER
EGTPT

———t
0 T
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Reclamation of the Fayyum

® Archives tell us of the
activity under Ptolemy Il
and I, 260’s-240's BC

® Arable trebled (5% of
arable)

® Many new settlements,
movement of population,
experimentation -

® Administrative
centralization> census,
tax districts
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Zenon Archive

“An Egypt in miniature” ?
Largest archive, 261-39 BC, but
estate 257-48 BC

A model estate, experiments, w/
economies of scale for labor &
production, potential revenue for
officials

State’s need for revenue, soldiers
Exceptional and brief, but cf.
Egyptian plantations of elites,
Persian period estates of officials,
and the Heroninus archive of 3d
century AD
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Egyptian temples

« Ca. 50 built

» Concentrated in
Upper Egypt

* Why?

January 7, 2012
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Description of Ptolemais (el-Manshah):
Strabo 17.1.42; Herodotus 2.91

“Then one comes to the city of Ptolemais,
which is the largest of the cities in the
Thebais, is no smaller than Memphis, and
also has a form of government modeled on
that of the Greeks.” (15t century BC)

Akhmim described as “near Neapolis” (5"
century BC). The name suggests a Greek
settlement

28

SEG IX, 1

AN 9 B # ] ot [Good Fortune?] Shall be citizens [the men]
tﬁ&ﬁ yaa W \ from [a Cyrenaean father] and a Cyrenaean
i i mother, and [those born from] the Libyan
women between Catabathmos and Authamalax,
and those born from the [settlers] from the cities
beyond Thinis, whom the Cyrenaeans sent as
colonists [and/those] Ptolemy designates, and

those admitted by the body of citizens, in conformity
with the following laws.
[Trans. Austin (2006:69)]

29
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