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(0) Melissa Mccormick; Mountains, Magic, and Mothers: Envisioning the Female
Ascetic in a Medieval Chigo Tale (Crossing the Sea: Essays on East Asian Art in
Honor of Professor Yoshiki Shimizu, Princeton University Press, 2012) p120

In this way The New Lady-in-Waiting seems to bestow a degree of agency to
the normally passive chigo character, especially as he becomes the pursuer

and voyeur of the young lady and her attendants, the standard role of the

ideal male protagonist .In this pivotal scene, however, the chigo may

technically be the spectator, but he is equally on view. Rather than the usual

voyeur’s pose turned away from the scroll’s viewer, the boy is depicted with his

69



face to us and situated between a profusion of flowering cherry trees. The
painting seems to be an explicit pictorial reference to the scene in Long Tale
for an Autumn Night in which the chigo is first observed by the monk, who
likens him to a delicate flower.
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