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Crossing borders of Architecture/Human body in Kitazono Katsue’ s works in
the Early Showa era: Focusing on “GE- GUMGJGAM- PRRR- GUMGEM™ and “White Album”
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The image of glass architecture frequently appears in Kitazono Katue’s works of his early career.
There are two characteristics of glass architecture in his works.

One is that the inherently hard inorganic glass architecture floats like a soft soap bubble covered
with a gelatin film. The second is that a human body that is originally organic and soft is transformed
into a hard, inorganic robot by being given an image of glass. These expressions are thought to have
been produced through the glass architecture of Bauhaus, which Kitazono had been strongly interested
in, and the acceptance of new ballet costumes by Oscar Schlemmer and Picasso.

In other words, glass plays an important role in the dematerialization or organicization of
architecture, and is used as a special metaphor to obscure the boundary of inorganic/organic matter.
And the unique feature of Kitazono, such as “silver solid doll” or a robot made of glass, is a metaphor
that transcends inorganic matter and organic matter, glass, to the idea of Picasso.

According to previous research, a new relationship was established between the huge inorganic
object of architecture and the observing subject looking at it in the early Showa poet. The expression
of the human body that transforms into glass architecture in the poetry of Kitazono is also a variation
of the intention to try to cross the boundary between the observation subject and the building in such a
contemporary poetry. And the image of the human body changing to glass architecture in the poetry of
Kitazono can be seen as an expression of the sensibility common to the contemporary poets who aimed
at crossing the boundary between subject and buildings. In other words, Glass in the Kitazono’s works
was not only a function to create the world of surrealism as described in previous research, but it was a

material necessary for human beings as organisms to cross borders into architecture.

*—0—K: HEEH H>X #EZ Kitazono Katue Glass Architecture
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