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The Female Robots in Osamu Tezuka’s Story Manga:
From “Body for labor” to “Body for pregnancy”

F2%7% Mingiao Sun

Abstract

Robots play an important role in Osamu Tezuka’s story manga. There are several robot characters recognized as
female. Their body image was considered to be influenced by image in science fiction works during 1920-1930.
However, there are also many differences between works during 1920-30 and Tezuka’s story manga. Karel Capek
created the word “robot”, and defined them as artificial workers who produce for humans or fight for humans. But
when robots show femininity, the ability of pregnancy is also required. Female robot’s body let writers imagine about
human reproduction, Tezuka’s story manga also includes imaginations about reproduction, but Tezuka showed a
different view on it. In this paper, we will see “reproduction” as a keyword to analysis the similarity and differences
of female robot’s image between pre-Tezuka science fictions and Tezuka’s works. We will also clarify the relationship

between Tezuka’s female robots and the historical & cultural context of postwar Japan.
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