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Reading Number the Stars as a Story of Recovery Processes from Trauma: Reliving
the Repressed Past of and Mourning for the Deceased
7 <A #7 (Kyoko Kumai)
Previous studies of Number the Stars have centered on the protagonist, Annemarie: as a story of her
bravery; her crossing of the conventional border between adults and children due to the unusual
situation of the German occupation and ensuing Danish activities to save Danish-Jews; or her story-
telling within the story. This paper sheds lights on the other protagonists as well as Annemarie and
explores the reading of the recovery processes from trauma incurred by Annemarie's father and mother,
and Peter, the fiancé of her older sister, Lise. Lise and Peter were members of the Danish resistance
sabotaging German assets; Lise died from being struck by a German military car when she was seen
running away from a raid on a resistance meeting. Her death caused trauma symptoms in Annemarie's
parents and Peter evidenced by their inability of "speaking the name, Lise." This paper regards the
parents' ignorance of how Lise died as another source of trauma. Another focus of this study is how the
traumatic symptoms of Annemarie, the main driving forces in the development of the story, are eased.
First, this paper defines the terminologies used in the exploration: trauma, remembering, reliving,
mourning. After defining the basic concepts and terms, this paper explores how these processes work in
the mother, father, and Peter, with the help of Annemarie's brave acts in helping several Danish-Jews
escape the Nazis, including Annemarie's best friend Ellen, serving as the double of the deceased Lise, to
lead to the integration of the traumatic past; Ellen triggers the remembrance of Lise in the parents. The
process of healing involves how the unspeakable death of Lise has become speakable. The paper also
probes how the traumatic symptoms of Annemarie brought by the death of Lise and subsequent silence
of her parents are healed. This paper distinguishes trauma from traumatic.
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THETHDLEUTOIIITER L,
The physician cannot as a rule spare his patient this phase of the treatment[recollection of
memories]. He must get him to re-experience some portion of his forgotten life, but must
see to it, on the other hand, that the patient retains some degree of aloofness, which will
enable him, in spite of everything, to recognize that what appears to be reality is in fact
only a reflection of a forgotten past. (Freud 19)

Flo, "=~ T7eA FBIEILL OB O Y ek X% 5 bl Tz, T U~bOE
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FICHBESNTIHEHDOT ~—27 ThHhD, axvn—FfFLIanrt r ZFOoRL) —
P (EETOVIIE 2L ) 1. TF AR Y ~OEPHEL VA X ZADEEThH o7, i
18 7% CREIE 2 “lBRICEX TV =R FF O R T v 7 Ik > THEERIC b X R I N
%Iz o T, MBITY — VO & L TOEBZ YD THMD, U —VORiE, WMz
ZEE R L o7z (Lowry, Number 17), V—H Do =5 47 RLASLKIEL
WRZ U7, 20%—UIZNEZAT LI b Lo (17,41), FHIT R~V —N



rZ U= bORIEIEFEOWEE L L CRide Number the Stars

V=P Z2ifhl SELZLES> THEHNIEI LT TIRERMKSTH S (17), Z OIS
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VR pol) VY OAEZHET L GEIEESN G2 N0, TiZ) —Vox 7

LE LT L UABRELIAD - 2 & LRI Tid /e,

TRV =l THbZ L UNIGY —H DX TN LD, RAVIHRICEENR 5 ERT, 7 %
~V—lEZ LU REICLHICOT TN [FETOR] ORy 7 VAZNTOEFIEI, Fib
ONTHELHNERNZ LV OENLT X~V —BEEFIEHEY BLOEOHIZE - TR
L7z, FAYEROFME T o> LB S E R LEoT2m), XY 7 LVADF ¥ —LTHHAE
TOEOENT 32~V —DEIZ o2& LA FENT-, F1-¥ A ML THF I 5" Stars" 121
IOXETORBVEENTWVDL EEXOND, TLUYOXETORIT, =4 Y A28 (Stars)
AREL, L DEIRAF T ANEHKZDHINCBUVRERIILDETILET U ~—27 A% D
HT/PNBEEL L O TWADTHS, TLLYyOREMTHAZDENT X~ —DEFTT
XV —LE TG oI, TOEDHEMIZE =L IIT R~ ) —OFEIZEZAEN, ME5H5T
7= &9 e FE, BRPUSRIFE L oo F 25, T LTHEBD LI, ZLVUVARADES &
ROBEIZL STV VDX TNV THLZENHEELTL, =L IT7 R~ =l o> ThHihY
—YDETNERSTEOTHD, £lo, ZOXy 7 LAZT X~V —0RR LD, Rl
ATk OEF NN Z I NICH D) —HFOEBN RV ADKRYT v hOHFTH-7 (131), =L
POXy 7 VARY —FOEWH ER UG SN D Z LI ho7cl b, L DX T
MABIT & 2 BRI R BIRAE A 2 R L TV D

TLUNY =P DX TNERS5TZ LT, BEOERTASEL LIREREICET, WEix
PRTHHE—F—LEfEZ IR0 GoTHY (RO XSV RE U ZADHEZ mITICkD
DIFE—=F—TH D)., kL ELF LT A fEED Uncle Henrik (U v Z7AR) DFFIC
TLUEENTITS ZEE2RD D, ~2 U v 7 BN e 51O FEE T/ - « - F32T
HHZEEEZATHND (1260)] AV xz—FT 0 Thbd, TI~UMTENEILLTHD, ~V
vl — 3T v R XY ANOKECMITE TN, b EmIE TR
DNRFLIATITEOHNTH D, KITHEFEBEY HEL2WE N Y EICEMOBE TRLILD
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fERRMENR S BT DIZFAITTE RV, & 3 ANDDEZDOHZBF LT A =D~ Y v 7 OFF~[HD
DT ENRET D, RITZE I THPMTONLNEEML TODEN, aXN—FDFITHK -
THIERZFRED (97),

ZORTF )X T URBOASE L EEOEEEZI LT LR (FIRICITEEN T
WHH), B B =L HETITY 2 LD, EWVODIE, FLIALSTZTOR, ~ Vv
7 DFIZ “Great-aunt Birte (E7 7 KIAREEA)” ORMEEVWIALEH T L U OMEHE ETr=
XX NDEEDLDN, ZOESIFHRORY —F~ORMIZR D7D THD, TET T RKARES
o) EEELARVEETT X~ — 3 ARFICE I N L AcEw 2 &7, Latham 2MER
THEIC, TRV IR EMELZILAET L2 LIRS (7)), BET X~ U —XRE%ED
1#7E (“they became equals” [Lowry, Number 79]) & 72 -7, 73~ U —ILZ OB, BOEE
LoD THD, =X —LRRENZTNIZ LY ANITNV—TE2ETHZ L2720, Rl
WENGENTZ, V—HVDXTNLTHLT LT TR 2ZZY ALV Kebid, sFoh
EZIERSERITNE R0, HOEFDZ L HEPRRLIEDIEEL 2D, TOEWZ
R, B, B—F—lcfFsh Tz, mbrBltr—trREOKHITY —V DA X F %l
D FTZUORBEAZESTZ LITEND,

Fo TET7 T RERS A X, KRR = RATHDL EbFDDL, EW0nHDs [T T
KERESA FEDOREZICE ST XY NTIELERE T D200 NIELE B2, HOHIT
X, 2 VAR MRS 12D OBEF OLIESLEAM D GHED DIV T\, BREE o I,
EREMoTe A Y EREIA L, HOHERHIT ONZE 10725, OB TIHEIZRIT 6
HT iKbb, FAYRITED, TET7TKREMIA] OEFRIZNA Y ERIZEL T [GEo
TIEWTFR2Wb D) IEofe, Z0 IFEVHRSI] IR, &, E—Z—IC& > TLik ) —H D7
BEERD, TV —VORBTHL €T 7T RKERIA) X, 20K — BN ERTBETTE -
RGN LN D, LIYRAZ U RAMEY = OIEEIE Thh ol ¥ v ABEND,
U—HAFOMRPNFIHENTZDOTH 5,

MRIEENLDIEHE L U —F DFEDENIREOFKOMFT L WO THEICHD b D, FA VI
D FIAHRES, HEZ BRI L CE— ¥ — 32 % HE T 200 X 9 TR EN S BE
2\ LU O 147 O —fHi&2 RO, #HT 5,

O praise the Lord.

How good it is to sing psalms to our God!
How pleasant to praise him!

The Lord is rebuilding Jerusalem,

he gathers in the scattered sons of Israel.
It is he who healed the broken in spirit

and binds up their wounds,
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he who numbers the stars one by one . . . (86-87)
MITB D ENTARTZNDFLEED, A ATTZAEHEL, HONLEETLEVI D
L CMZHANC L2 P ARG TR, V—H il ThilEbN R LB LOE
HLEERD, THICE o TIREREOERITZITENTZLEEA LD,

ZOWOEEIRLEY—F OB EFRT D, BlHTHE—F—OFIINHM Lony
(87) LTHy, ITMBBLRE L E T DBICRE T4 57 LARITHES (92), V—H%E&
DIFFIFRER DB DERTH D, BHRRRE -4 — 3% [a st SA) HD VIR O
LS EHEBENSTLRODN LT [~ EMEATWEZ (92), LLWODEMNLD, # (BX
OR) = —FREE W BRI T\, ZURFE THRENTZONY%EFT CTh
Do E—=F =3 =V DK LTI > TEDLS T, [HFEMPLHTHE T, KAOHRIZES
EBRLEIrOLITEoTc) (92), ZOEFIIE—F—I2LD M7 U~ OEIEIEEFEE DK
RERBLTND, ZORETRE) —VOAZZZRICLARVEDOD, EEREZ TFED G0
T T KA SAORICTHRE 137302 L2k, E—¥—3ARYOBERTO Y —HDZEE
AL, V—H LK B — B H Lo Th D, B—F—L I F YA
TebEFE LU CRO TR ITIERE~EY JET 5,

MFED I FA~y JATT A~ —F Lol T o AKibeE, RATHLDOAE
BELBILORERMOREGEEEAFTHEEZHY, ZNURT XY =2 >TO N7 U~E
RHfEA~L DTN DAL b5, Bl 4RREE, BRR > TE B ELIIR 2 ED TV,
BE XX TRICADZBRP T 2~ ) =N SREAHEBEL TVDOERAT D, ZHUIREE
BORGERED KU /NERTE 5T, BT RWEORDVIZT X~V =N ZOaHEEST &0
IERREFEEZHFITT D, ZOWERE. FAYERZT T ANZHE LY THOITE WD T,
RO Z R S50 ab A LV EREE) SEOMERBAZEIZAVDFTHD
(Lowry, Afterward 136), Zh72 L TlE, 7 & 2 AT THEMH E > TV A ETHZB E
LRIIMEDONDE WA ESITTLE S, 24 v AT T FAPEEE LV D BW®R T
—HVOBETHD, XY ANOLELZT TRmPE E—F — DA ZE L & ARE RO A D
TAZ Y=o TWh, FITUVHPEREZZL TWET 2~ —IZL>TH ZOFRITA
RIO Y —F DA XA HIEEIC D, BECHLERLIERTT 3~V —ORININLATH
5, BEAOFKHROY, TRV —FEDL, B TR Y REICIED SN PERTER S TITT
TR END, THAS ) —FEEAY v 7GR EEL, N Y IOM EOTRY %
DT ZENARRE ST, 7RV =N L > THBODEZEL LEDIEEITTEES
. 73X~V —HH A LI THAIEZTHEHRBALLLOE, =L b ERERA T = —F
VZEE LT, BONEENCR T 24 EE L EIRERMEICH S 71t 2T OREETHRS
N5,
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Ve & "o

V. N U~ORBEAECLEORME, TR~V —D b7 v~ BER O R

2 BRI E DS TR, WEILY — VO IT TR NI U~ ol EZTHEND X
I oTWe, BE—=F— I F T RO 2 bIv, AROmAT T S, BIZHEZEIND Z
Ebehol, E—X—0RIGHCHN-ZEOR, WBIZAHZOOT, 7x~ ) —ic)—%
DIEDOEIA % 2 TRE ARV —HORITHBA LN [FEVEDL] boLrote, U —H D3
BIFICKSEEL, V= DBHEVICHAES LTHhoTLESTZEE (131, REMNY
— Y DEROIENZ OV TIMIZ ST Z ENEAZ MR, HL—ZADW ) FEEN H 5 & RiE
IRBBIC Ao TR E2DEA S, M7 UILEEL RS ERBORMA>EE L 5, RANHK
TERVWEWNTZ UL, L) =X TR L Ip o -8 EEDB IR E D F
TiX, ME OB OWTIIMO NRFEY I ES LT\, Zhns, mMEHA L (55
DV1F5) bDLRoTeDlE, BEfEiEoTctk, BT TRKESEEZ % -7 (131), ZAUE b
T DOWMEEZRNAB—RMET 1TAHTH D, MBITREOHOHE~EEST2DOTH D,
IR KL O Y =Y ORICE R TE 2R, MBHOB T@ELREG SN, BE—2 =285
L7=8ED—Hi (“It is he who healed the broken in spirit and binds up their wounds . .. .” [86-
87]) IZH D@V ST,

BN Y =D LEIFESVICOCLIE®RD T U~ EEOERITERNE N T-EF X
Do BRIV oMb o, EARAT RV —OBEICL o TRERFDOEZELOEEXDE
BEh, BBIZIZ) —VOROEFEEZEND L Ilkhole, N—<vrWEILIIC FEHZ L
DOBIZ, MR R =V —ITFEE] &0, FERCEED =D T Lo (aritual of
healing)| L 72->7-d72 (181),

E— 2 — B L IR AN L CAEDS TR, Y ERICAE LD E L THEESNTLED
bOD, FAFHTER LI I T v~ — 7 RaFY ARFEIWHFT L9612, BT L FID
~HEAEEFEL, RELTWEZDOTH D, WHORNIE —2 —1X) = OR{IZE O TR LW &
INCECFRISETEFROPTY —F ORI DOTELRT D, TDOZEEFFEY OFTUTD

INZHN D Z4LDH, “It [His letter] had said simply that he loved them, that he was not afraid, and that
he was proud to have done what he could for his country and for the sake of all free people. He had
asked, in the letter, to be buried beside Lise” (Lowry, Number 129) , A5IHEFTNL, E— & —)
V—HZ2BELTWeZ EhmAERND, £70, V=V DOAEFIND ZATHEFEL TV LI R
B UREBEED L, BRSNAHRHEEL THLRBHEVZHTHILEC NI y~oFizac
EFREN T\ ENEZD

BB R T U~ BEREZRZ T 3~ ) =70, REKETH U —V RO OISR
HDIZIEE>TWD, LL, MEHOANL ) =R TEL RotHOBAZHWRIZT X~
=3 —F — L OBYKRE, MEAEWRLAZETELITICH T\ —h 248425
(130-31), V—HZEETELIREBIIT R~V —D N TF UVHIEROEMTLH D, TR~
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V—ZZOHBFEW N7 205, eI TV —oilEIIMiksni, v E
NEEEAWNRLAORY v MEERZZ Ly D% v 7 L AT eI TV
(131), ZOHEXIL, V=V DET), ZLUNRAT2—FT o DEZINTERE TS Z L AR
g5, £z, U —V D% [FENLhoTc) WO [5EHE ) ~OERDHETHLH D,

VI. BV IZ

K TRV = ORI L HWHB L OIENE -2 —D T Uu~L, FFUSnbDRIED
O OENY = Z2BEL, V—VOEFMOFEHOESEL & REEMEOW S 25T L., BE
FHCOICHET 2BAZHRL CT& 7o, REOHBETTY X~ U —IIRICEGRHbE 2T LD
Xy 7 VAOEEBE LT ND LT, £LTARITHIRELY (96) =L IZHETD
ETENZAGHRHICDTDENI), V—HDXTNLTHLZLUBIHEES T DT Tz x
v I L AET X ) —=RHIZETH I LT, ST0IEARYOMRO X I3RSV D FEIC 2 -
TR, MBRLEL Ro7e ) =V ERBHRTHIZND ZENTEL LT T,
FLEOIMENOED>TLE-TER, B, E—F =3z L2y LT 524 NOoRt 4@
CThrI7U~oREELEEL, AFELLRERHELZZITL, BEOACKBE~LEST, Y
— VORI K DHELZT T2~ ) —bWBHOERIZL > T =Y ZEEL, M7 U ~HE
WRTIRE LTz, BENIZE—Z — DL N7 U~ DORBRPERZNRT 26O TIERNI L&
BRLTWD, ZNTHINETmLTELLIIC FEVHRNLD] 2 EEVHELI LD (I
BRLIEZEICE ST, AMEMIFe—V —ORKEZEZ TEN T U~ b0lB LOMEL L7 o
OTh D,

R

1. AMESOFEETIE, WHIZIE (Papal. Mama] & W) MEHRN A OREERS L OGEY OF T
HAWB T D2, KimTid TR TR THEEL &V 5 FERRICH —T 5,

2. LY RE A Number 58 X OV = 22—~ —EREADZAE—F (Lowry, "Number" 100) T
XEALFAO 7 NV—T7% L L THEH SN TWD A, Lidegaard 1T/NLFT LA U RIE
B EWIHIXARTHE TS, KR TIHERICHESTL Y RAZ R ENHI A DOME LTI D
SEEAND, EEBRICIEENCHETE L7z Joergen Kieler 13, HEHULAR O H 1G85 E ThH
DL TEY, TIIZ 1T TOHE LWLV D, 1O IXREMEE: &0 KA Y i EITE %
772 o7, KA Y BEITIPHBE D A > X — I3 28 A L= (144-145),

3T U OERLIERIEIITHEA D 23, K TlEEEO e RZEHLTIZ7 e A B X
On—~ oz T 5,

4. [EEOF—BEMIL LR BREOMA (Herman 153) Th D3, »~N—~ » OBGHILEK DY
EREL TSI, RIERORERE & 1XHR2 5, Number |23 2 # A5 E XM T O
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HHEETH 5, EEAMERTERET D M7 U~ ORIEIIRKREMO FIZERD HDTHRUY,
L7z o TH—BREOBBITEIET 5,

5 Te7 7 RKAMEAN] BEHOESTHSEETHREBND S ERHZZDIEIZ OV TS F
DR LD IEERREEL L RO TR S L. RHMRE ORI ST NF L E IC e o 7
& Latham [E#@t?e (7)., Latham ©OF 9 X9 IC - ANIZR CHMZRSZ L2 ME L7 2 L ICHHE
RN, NILOIZ) TR VAR TIET x~ U — LRI EFEHE CTIER, LU X
2 AMEEO RS 2R olc & WoNim b b,
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