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Chinese Character Education in the D.P.R.
of Korea in the 1990s

UEDA Kozi”

Abstract

The D.P.R. of Korea abolished the use of Chinese characters in their orthography in 1949.
After that, they have been using only Korean characters in their writing system. Chinese
characters had not been taught in its educational system for a while. However Chinese
character education started again in the 1950s.

Two leaders of the nation emphasize the necessity of reading the materials published in
the Republic of Korea and cultural heritage of their ancestors. But true purpose is not to
learn Chinese characters themselves but to acquire more Korean words.

In this paper, we deal with a textbook of “HanmunO Chinese characters¥ and the
articles published in the 1990s, and analyze the actual conditions of Chinese character
education in the D.P.RK.

It is considered that the whole curriculum functions as political and ideological education
in the D.P.R.K. “Hanmun” can not be treated as an exception, too. But, the textbook and the
materials show that the authors exert all possible efforts to make students learn Chinese
characters in the limited curriculum, and teachers also do their best in daily classes. While

the first purpose for them is to enrich Korean vocabulary of their students, they pay

attention to various aspects of Chinese characters.
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