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ABSTRACT

Examination on Construct Validity of Assumed-Competence Scale

Toshihiko HAYAMIZU, Kazuyo KINO, Kuniko TAKAGI

A new construct “Assumed-Competence based on undervaluing others (AC is short for the
construct)” was proposed to explain adolescents’ behaviors in these days. AC was defined as the
habitual feeling of competence that would be followed by one’s criticizing or undervaluing others
regardless of how much he/she had directly positive or negative experiences. To measure the
individual differences of AC, the assumed-competence scale (ACS is short for the scale) consisting of
11 items was constructed

The purpose of this study was to examine the construct validity of ACS by showing the relations
with several psychological constructs which have logical associations with AC. In the meanwhile,
self-esteem (SE is short for it) mean true competence based on really positive and negative
experiences. That is, SE could be clearly discriminated from AC. Thus, to make clear discriminating
validity of ACS, SE was measured as well as AC when the relations with other psychological
constructs were investigated. Seven psychological constructs we used here as criteria of validity
were (1) locus of control, (2) public and private self-awareness, (3) loneliness, (4) sympathy, (5) emotion
of anger, (6) pleasure and displeasure experiences (during lately three months) and (7) life
satisfaction. Participants were 124 junior college students, 258 university students and 11 graduate
students.

Correlation coefficients between AC, SE and seven psychological constructs were calculated. The
results were interpreted by focusing only significant correlations. Concerning self, although SE was
related positively to internal control, AC was not, whereas positive relation between ACS and
private self-awareness was shown. Next, regarding with interpersonal relationship, AS had positive
relations to loneliness, that is, the persons whose AS are high thought that human could not
understand each other and they were strongly aware of individuality. Also negative correlation was
presented between AC and sympathy. In the meantime, SE had no relation to the variables of
interpersonal relationships. In tern, emotion as a criterion of validity was examined. AC was related
positively with trait-anger, expression of anger and displeasure experiences in academic and
friendship situations. Furthermore, AC had negative relation to life satisfaction. On the contrary,
SE was correlated positively with pleasure experierices and life satisfaction.

Based on the results mentioned above, we judged ACS to have construct validity to some extent.
Finally we suggeted the possibility of classification of AC in the relation with SE.



