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Fig. 1 Location map of the Study area.
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Fig. 2 Landform classification map of the Shoalhaven lowland.
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Fig. 3 Geological cross section (A-A’) and radio carbon ages.
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Fig. 4 Geological cross section (B-B’) and radio carbon ages.
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Landform classification maps were made using 1:40,000 aerial photos which are
taken in September 1961. Several samples of Holocene sediments were collected by
the drilling machine. Radiocarbon datings of the samples collected from the
sediments were done at Nagoya University using AMS.

Landforms of the Shoalhaven lowland are mainly characterized as the complex of
fluvial and marine (tidal) landforms including several rows of beach ridges and
sand dunes. Fluvial landforms are classified into natural levee, flood plain complex,
flood basin, backswamp. The estuarine and marine landforms were classified as
tidal land, lower tidal land, beach ridges, sand dunes, beach and river bed.
Sediments in the Shoalhaven river plain are mainly consist of sandy and muddy
sediments. These sediments are classified into the Pleistocene and Holocene
sediments. Pleistocene sediments under the lowland can be found from the depth of
Om to -5 m and lower than -20 m, forming a shallow buried surface and buried
valley, respectively.

Ages of the sediments in the valley indicate early and middle Holocene, and those
of the upper sandy sediments just over the buried surface of the Pleistocene
sediments are 5,100 - 3,800 yrBP.
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