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Abstract
The Emperor System and the Rice Cultivating Rituals
HAGA Shoji

This paper discusses the process how the imperial family tried to take serious consideration
on the rice cultivating rites in the end of the eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries. The rice
farming rituals, Daijoo-sai and Niiname-sai, having of their origin in the ancient emperor system
halted in the late medieval time. Reviving in the eighteenth century, they were placed in the center
of the emperor’s rituals. Furthermore, they took more developed shape in which ordinary people
contributed new rice to the imperial family for the rituals in Meiji era. The paper concludes: (1) ex-
emperors (Joukou) cultivated rice paddies in their residence (Sento-gosho), (2) that deeply reflected
the contemporary society suffering from famines, and that encouraged the imperial family to save
people from the famines, (3) the movement to conduct a rice cultivating rite, Sekiden no Rei, was
prevailed among Daimyous, (4) a perspective that the raison d'étre of the emperor is in conducting
the rice cultivating rituals was advocated, (5) the imperial ritual system with featuring the rice
cultivating rites was developed after the Meiji Restoration.
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