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Previous studies on Hui Muslim women began to be published in the 1980s, along with the
development of gender studies in China. And in the past 30 years, Muslim women's social advancement
has always been one of the most discussed topics in the researches from cuMTural anthropology and
other aspects. Most of the studies have paid close attentions to the cuMTural meaning of the Islamic
gender discourse, which have great influence on the gender structure of the Hui people. Yet, many of
them see the Islamic gender ideology as doctrines that impose on the believers top-down. And, while
focusing on the religious discourses of the mosque, most of them rarely pay attention to how individual
interpret the discourse and practice it in the daily life. At the same time, Muslim women go to the
mosque much less comparing to men. Focusing only on the religious discourses of the mosque also
means to marginalize Muslim women in the study. Addressing Islam as rigid doctrines and overlooking
the practice of Muslim women in everyday life prevents the understanding of the meaning of
individual’s behavior, in the context of the transformation of religion in the ear of modernization. In
order to overcome these trends of previous studies, this article try to reveal the agency of Muslim
women as they adapt themselves to the Islamic ideology, meanwhile use the non-religious discourses to
negotiate with it. These articles take a close look at the employment of Hui Muslim women in Yiwu
City, Zhejiang province. Especially pay attention to Muslim women's narratives about women's gender
role. Living in the urban area of contemporary China, both discourses of gender equality under
socialism and Islam have effected on those women. By using the existing discourse to negotiate within
the gender ideologies, they try to answer the question as what is the gender role of a "female" and a

"Muslim" by themselves.
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