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Functions of utterance-final “~to omotte” in interaction

- when responding using ''~to omotte" to a question -
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This paper reports the interactional functions of utterance-final “~to omotte”, focusing on responding
using “~to omotte” to a question. The approach of Conversation Analysis is used to analyze the types of
interactional problems solved by these “~to omotte™ utterances. Through the qualitative analysis,
utterance-final “~to omotte” were found to have the following common points: (a) the utterances are used
non-fluently and the recipients have difficulty in responding; (b) the recipients have not given the
questioners clear information; (c) even under the case of (b), the recipients of utterance-final “~to
omotte” accept it as an answer to their question. Considering these common points, this form serves the
following two functions: (1) by verbalizing their present thought, the recipients account for not having
clear answers to the questions; (2). in order to justify their actions, by reporting the past thoughts, the
recipients retrospectively explain the reasons behind the previous actions.

In two examples of conversational unit called the adjacency pair, when you greet someone, the
recipient should greet you back, and when you summons someone, the recipient should answer back.
These adjacency pairs are the basic units of sequence organization (Schegloff 2007). By using utterance-
final “~to omotte”, the recipients can react to situations where answering is relevant even if they do not
have answers. Furthermore, in contexts where the recipients may be misunderstood if they do not answer
a question, they justify themselves with the utterance-final “~to omotte”.

Among numerous utterances ending with the te-form, utterance-final “~to omotte™ are especially used
in different sequential contexts, such as in story-telling where people talk about their experiences and
both in the question and response turns in a question-answer sequence, etc. As opposed to being viewed
as a just conjunctional form, utterance-final “~to omotte” in interacion are an interactional form. For
future research, I would like to analyze these utterances using different topics in Conversation Analysis

and develop a general account of “~to omotte” in interaction.
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oV ThHAN, SEXT 2—T 4 —~OfEE T [ Lbikwn) LW RBUIEZ
ZITCREORVELET D, Ta—F—ICHULAERN--Z LT LT, MEL3&ET) @

I, FERICESHAZEENIEZ 2O TIERL, NCLTET (EF#) 2dbirdbici
SHRIMBHE ) LT e BoT) LIEMIBIZHEE L T D, 20X ICmEDRE
ZEIATHZ LT RBEBIZBOTHLNEMNICE X TWeZ & F o — X —E#%Z L72ho
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7S LCHAIL, HOOES{LAR LIET b TWD EEX bd,

IO VORFEIRI L, 13, 14 ITHTRITFTHHL ARV U aixzing IMEme L
TITE ST WO RISZIRL, ZLL B o P~DiBRITHED 2,

Wik 8 & 9 OEERAE L C, BMOIEE PR HHZRD DAL, ZIUTE 2 72T hUTaafg
SNTLED K5 RGATIE, FRICES L PfEREEIITERVb 00, YD
WIIZE D OBBNE AL, Bl E L THT 2 2 & T, FEEE A HIC & o TRFIE e
REBICEHI L, ACOESbERATWD EEZ 5,

PLE, MR EMITHT 20 L LCHET 2 4 SOl oflgE 4 Lz, kEiliclsun
T, ZNOPMHEATA EED X BB E RS 512D O TWD DNEE R 2,

b, ER
4 HiTIE, 4 SOWTH 2 S LIZEEFERED 2 SOOI OWTERER L7, AEITHE, 282
DADMEDI, FTEARREENEZ S > TRHZITR O ONIHONTERD,

51 TREDYICKZHBENSTA

HR-IE LD OITBVRY R BREECH 0 | E A ST, B & IR 2 & AN OHiE
BT AKETHD, Wih 6 & 7 Tk, BRI 2B 2 21T Z LN TE RN b %
FeihE H D OBEONF A MMAAATESEIFE THI LT\ e, Ez, Wil s & 9o Tk, B
DZTFIIALDELEFVICEH L TED LD RBUIEM LT, FEHISE LARAE DS, £
DIEBNZ Uieho 7o Bl 2 4336502 b S ICHT 5 2 & TRIG L T4,

=R (2013) W EEEREBhE [Ty ik, Ty NES) THkED) TIRKENE) 2~ e H 5 &
WA E)I(2000) 1X T TERSIO O OFEEEIT THAE OB TR TG DEE) TR &)
BIRMSREZ FF o & LTV AN, AR Tl 727 —ZICRET UL, [T 1ch D [Hil] &0
O EREERE, TR 2] L WO MEATA LoOEEZ vy, SElOFE (i 8, 9 Fa—H—
IEEIRTERUN)ICOWTORB, FITEMICE > TROLN TV ARIEZIRT Z LN TE
N (i e, 7) ZEICEAT ORI AR L TWD EF R D,

ZIZT, £10QDB(—H&bSTRGEC [~ BT 2725 H0) 2525,

[Wrh 10 [Had#EE ]
F 3

1 nT::(0.3)CAITE:: (0.2)RADEDTRIETH: " T LN TERWI)N
2 SEEN
3 (0.9)

F =3 W=, W D s i TR AT FiT e & Dy

5 (0.9)



[— LB o5T) THKDODIEEOM AT L OBEHE

6 TA: T7RATIEA DR
7 S I h

8 (0.8)

9 TA: Bo=

10 ¥=a: =2, <BELTE~A> BB [=LE-T
11 ~F: [&!

12 F3: DRV
13 ~F: BLIES.

ZOWH OER, ¥ A HBED TV DS EITASE L TE I AFEEMEENTE R
W EZHOW TR EZ IR RS, ZEEo0TIC, FabOEHEN ekdite) LnolzZ &R
TERWEF O FTIOREE (1. 2. 4 TTEIZKH LT, 6 ITHTTY A BEHBEEZMOMNT TN D,
LrL, ZruSxt L, FInIi3s08 (7 17H) 13 G600, 506G b AR EIE S
LR, 4THTTAAL, FEOERRIEE LTEXLNLbOERT D, ThaH
WCTTSHF TR EHDLDOIEEE T A DHFFENR TN TNDZ L ~DKIE %R L (Hayashi
2009), [EHHEDEVIZNA NEMELTE L0 TIERWDY EEET S, ZORGETERMOK
DFGFHNEFE TG L T D00, 3.2 FilZBW T AIZES N 6 ] & ITRFEOIMANLTH
REEI 2D, FINZEZ DT LT TE RV, ZOBHE, FTIRMBGEESNTE LT,
F I DLWRLFEFELTEY, E612, [~ Bo T ITHATT HEMICBIENLZ > T
HZEE THVR OFFB TR TNDI LD, ZZTHREENET LTS & Ebh
éﬂ%?%éo:ﬂi6ﬁﬂf%%ﬁ$%§%bf%WWk%2k7?ﬁ[&HJ&%ﬁbf
WHZEMBBEDND, LL, FEERZITF 2L 2 THFEL LD T HoT) Vo3
BRI Z D, 2F V., TEEST) OEDIT—Hi&bo23a625 L, FanaeB@ iz
bDREEEZ, TEES T BT, FIOFHT 4 THDOT A OIFRITH L, 781 < Hhi
ZaR LI B BB B R AL LW OT 412705, FRili(1992)1F TE/ S | &) B
HEARERSTIRTH L 2 L2 WD 2 & T, TREML I HHEEN H 5 LB TVH 03,
ZITOXaDREET - X TALOFEREZMOT, TAOBERE2EKETHZ L
72 BV ICFEFZ RO TV O TIEZR2W, 2L T, g o T) ofRicd 52 LT,
TBOE DEFEDMEFEOTERWERH ) 253 SRR 2V, AT H T & 724720055512 B
TEHFERETHLZLEEAZRLTNDSEEZOND, fiRkeE LT, FIIFa0FREZITAND
FitEr L, v FIEF aOREEERLZITTR Y KT 2 & TRRZ L T\ 5,

B OFIN 1 BILINEADT B2 -T2 T, Tl FEGRaimkd 5 Z LT LW, K1 O
OIZYTTED 1L HIERD & C DRFEETIPEEFTNC L > TER MW EHATHZ L& L,
B OFGFETIZHE bOFREOIT, B OIMTRo7TATAOMB & L TEN SN TW, AT
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AETLEREGOE T, I=&HoT) WO RFEADA T & WO 1728 % A L%
FHeDIfibbd & Z LTI LNTHD,

6. fhimESERDZRE
AIFETIE, BESEICALND [~ EoT) TROAFEENEMOINE E LTI
DYrE. TRRED LD IERE AR D MHEATA EED X D AT A% LT D iooicfEbi
TN DN EDFESNOFEEFAWTEMCEZ Lz, 6 RO RAESFEOT—4% b LI
BT DL, WEE. Bl TTADEIT LWV O BENBIRD OGN B2 F> [~ loT) T
KODHIEEETIT.  (a) HFIGITHFE S, G LFIICET 2 Z LICREZE C TV D, (b) &
FIIAMREREZERAICEA TR, (c) (b) THDITHEDLLT, ZITFIEELL
TRITANTND Loz 3 DOMBHRPBE S, CA OFEZM, FEC O 21T 5
& =BT THROLHFEIIMAETA L
1. BUEOEEZ SR L, ERE OREERITS UAREREIZ 720 2 & OFHZ1T 9
2. BOLDITRAOIESMLEIT O oIl WMEOH LR DOEZE LI HT 5 2 & Tl KR HEEE
RATADOBAELTH
EWVORRREA R > TV D &EZ bd, BRI U THRERZE 2138 > TV RN ITh E B
ZROHILTND EWIIRPL, F7ITEMZBEL THRAZ RO LN TEBY, Z 2 TELRITH
FEHOPRRSNTLE D EWIORDUIBISL TN D B2 B,
AFTIE [~EEoT) &) 1 DOFRFEROERZEY BT, #hFd TS OEHEO 1
OIEEEOND [~ BoT) LW IBADHEATA LOMRELFF ST Lol LinL
BBl BETH D LT, FEEGOBITD 7 < 04 BIOXIGITE R - IR OEH
b WEOAEIZEND [~ LB oT) TROLHEFEDOHATHD, [~EE-T) ORAFREEC
B LHEITES, A b=V =7V 7 of ER-ISELSOEEHIZIBNT S BT 2720
SHBITE 0 RMBERRL L, xR AEND [~LEoT) 2B L, HATALLTEDLS
TR A A LT B 7o DI 412 D7, K 0 LHBYRE AN FIREZR D7 & B 2 TWVETZLY,

x

*1 [CallHome Japanese Corpus] (X7 A U BDEEHAANE HARIZWDHANIZ L D EHES
57T —H4 T, The TalkBank Project (MacWhinney 2007) ICCASNTWA,
27 LVEHRM T, SESRESNDATREE S H O, AR TR LEE X bz bDIL, Hif
DIEFEDTNND —FE L EVELEERAONDLIEFLE ThH o7l IR LD E 14
LTz,

3 BESR (FUIRIEE) . BT ED T~ 124872560,

U INETOIARNS, ED ) LW I RFFEOEMIHIZ LB Z HiILD,
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= A% DIFENUINLE 22 VTN D, FTold, TRICZDRERH D
FTI0 DATIAIZ Z DFE M 8 DT~ ANTITHE O TV 5,

() REOREK (.) TLEWEER, BEE 0.1 PR

LFr: EHATOEPLERTWS, [1] OERLZWVEEEIERTN S,

M- ERTORERIEEES TR STV D, T RS O,

T FLEAY D o X RRRER Y O,

L, RTEEEEEDES KO IZHE 2 A DS XEF O EDRHATND,

1305 EHBEOERELS RoTWD, gl EROEMES o T,
X R FFE SN TN D, T BEHEFEINTVD,

hh Ban<HE, .hh B2 H,

I (h) 5 (h) RN BIEEEL TN D,
¥YLFY FEoTWAHEIRFEORFTHEFEL TND, <> ol ) EFEFINTVAS,
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