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Phases of Palaces in Minoan Crete
Through Analysis of Central Court Length-to-Width Ratios
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The definition of “palace” is one of the most controversial topics in the studies of Minoan Crete, although
the importance of palaces is well known. Recent works have tended to focus only on palaces that have
sufficient elements — size, architectural forms — to be worthy of the name. However, this approach cannot
grasp the wider scheme of Minoan architecture that includes both palatial and buildings.

An analysis of the central courts of both palaces and nonpalatial buildings presupposes that the results
will provide valuable information in re-evaluating the definition of “palace”. Specifically, a comparison of
length-to-width ratios, which are known to be roughly 1:2 in major palaces, showed that (1) most of the
courtyards were constructed in the ratio of 1:2 and (2) this date did not reflect the conventional framework
of palaces or nonpalatial buildings.

These results clarify the necessity of re-examining the term “palace”. The central architectures of the
Minoan civilization were more flexible and diverse than we recognize and enclose many functions among
them that are merely defined by the term “palace”. It is considered that the fundamental cause of this diverse

development was the social demand for the building specific to the area of construction.
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VI TXHEEDF Y o 7 HHlaRRICEE T 2 R E & L CTiX(Cline, ed. 2010)% SR X 7z
Wy,
2 (Evans, 1921- 1935).
3 BBERE ICBE 3 4 RERRETIC D\ Tl (Higg and Marinatos. eds., 1987) ZZHH I L7z,
4 (Schoep, 2010) 113.
5 (Warren, 1985)94 Tli, BRI N TCWEETHE 7 ) v VA, 72 AMAR =V 7, ¥
720 GHEEE LTIns OISR IR L T3, fidZ offtic, fTBUCHV b2kt
WOCE DIFERC I 35 1 3 FEEY) & L CHEBREZRHEIL T 5,
6 (Palyvou, 2002) 167.
7(Graham, 1962) 73; (McEnroe, 2010) 84- 85; (Palyvou, 2018) 199- 200. FFICUTHED I/ 7 EGEY)IC
B4 2 3 & L TIZ(McEnroe, 2010)255 5l icit X T v 3,
8 (Day and Wilson, 1998); (Nakassis. et al., 2010) 245; (Schoep, 2002).
9 26Dl E LT (McEnroe, 2010) TldH g7 £ % Ffo 2N D= b 7 2 D E e, iFFEH
HHoiEINTE VL OBEBRNEREZRL 5230 dUIAIC X 20 NS 2 Rz v
IN=T DEEY)R BT T b, GHliZ(McEnroe, 2010) 89- 92 % ZH X 172\,
10(Evans, 1921- 1935).
1 (Driessen, 2002) 6.
12 (Warren, 1985) 94; (McEnroe, 2010) 54, 89; (Schoep, 2010) 115.
13 (Schoep, 2002).
14(Day and Wilson, 1998).
15 (Driessen, 2002); (Tsipopoulou, 2002) 133.  Z 415 D@3 iF I (Driessen et al., eds. 2002)I1C 18
INTVBEHXTH D, I/ 7XHICET 5 EBEHIRE ICBIET 2546013 2 DRz FEL
Why, Gl e SIRI Rz,
16 (McEnroe, 2010) 54, 89.
17§51l & L C megastructure (Preziosi, 1983), court compound(Driessen, 2002), elite minoan architecture
(Shaw, 2015) & \» o 72 84 2 281 5 Z L H3HIK 5,
18 (Palyvou, 2018).
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19 (Shaw, 2015); (Palyvou, 2018).

20(Driessen, 2002) 4.

2! (Driessen, 2002) 8- 10.

22(Graham, 1962).

23 (Preziosi, 1983).

24(McEnroe, 1984).

25 (Palyvou, 2002) LVI.

26 (Vansteenhuyse, 2002).
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BARCTEHL T 7 VAT A VAN A DT —RICB TR I NG RO DY &2 Z ZICEE
L7z, FF 12 bR CalTRADREILOWTTH L, HOT—XTlXIal bR a
NTADFEIE 15.0m X 7.5m OHEL L CREE E T 523, #2353 % (Myers et al., 1992)
202- 209. DX fF. F 7z(Cadogan, 1977) 78. DK% AR Y & D@ CHERL T E 2 E X
8.89mX 7.4m DFEREL AR I NBIEDTRNED 9o THIFFE LA B ITIZEEL VWERY TH Y,
DR DT — % LIRFEI TN T2 DG TR TR WA LEEbN D, 7 xR b ADHE
Rz onTid 46.5m L RFLINT7eps, TRBMEREL 2 225 51m & R 27258 TH 5
Y, v ) TOIEEICOWTHRERIENSMEREIND, V7 VAT 4 v [ EITAED

A XITOWT 120mX15.0m EREL T 225, ZHUFALEZR P S K —F Do £ CREDHIP &
LTHIELCLE > T3, fHHSIL T2 (Myers et al.,, 1992) 181. DG E # i+ L
o2k k5 Ic, ZOR—F OHA & AEDEA I RIRINICBEESTFEL TE Y WiE 25 XA
INTLLEPHFETE 2, o THR—FHDIEDHIFHL L TANDIRETIIRL, 20T
—ZIREYITH B, D LMNTE 2L LRV, 7/ v Y AOFREROVEED T —
K5I HTCHFREIC X o C T 7 7 4 DEIATTIC e 2T d, TNHDFAY IZT — 2P Z D
CHHEDEHEZE LCERDEZ D TH Y, KkDHoTdAadAVIEDL TH S,
2 KR B THONTITH O 7B O 3 (Vansteenhuyse, 2002) 248 % HE12 LoD, LT O SRk
2SHIC LTz,

* Agia Triada... (Myers et al., 1992) 70- 77.

* Galatas... (Rethemiotakis, 2002).

* Gournia. ..(Hawes, 1908)

* Knossos...(Hood and Taylor, 1981); (Myers et al., 1992) 124- 147.

* Kommos...(Shaw and Shaw, 2006) 958.

* Makryghialos. ..(Driessen and Macdonald, 1997) 220- 221; (Myers et al., 1992) 172- 174.

* Malia...(French, 1992-1993) 74- 75; (Myers et al., 1992) 175- 185.

* Myrtos Pyrgos...(Cadogan, 1977) 78.
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* Petras... (Blackman, 1998- 1999) 121- 122; (McEnroe, 2010) 91; (Tsipopoulou, 1999b) CLXXXIX;
CXC.
* Phaistos... (Myers et al., 1992) 232- 243; (Pernier, 1935).
* Plati...(Dawkins, 1913- 1914).
* Zakros... (Myers et al., 1992) 292- 301;(Platon, 1974); (Platon, 1985).
30 (Myers et al., 1992) 172- 174; (Driessen and Macdonald, 1997) 220- 221.
31 (Tsipopoulou, 1999b).
32 (Tsipopoulou, 1999a).
33 (Tsipopoulou, 2002).
3% (McEnroe, 2010); (Tsipopoulou, 1999b).
35 (Driessen, 2010).
36 (Platon, 2002); (Platon, 2004); (Platon, 2010).
37 (Shaw, 2015) 22- 25.

38 (Dawkins, 1913- 1914)

39 «Having emphasized cogently that the Minoan Palace is not a single building but the result of an urban
group-design process ...», (Palyvou, 2018) 192.
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