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A Study on Utilization of Foster Parent Associations in Foster Care Support
System: From Foster Parent Training to the Member of Team Parenting

Rei FUTAMURA®

This paper describes the relationship between foster parent associations and policy maker in Japan
through analysis how the foster care support system utilizes foster parent associations. This research
investigates the law and regulations, the policy documents regarding foster care support, available
from the establishment of the foster care system in 1947 to the present.

This analysis reveals two findings. The first finding is that the policy maker tended to institutional-
ize foster care support by making systemic the foster parent training performed by the associations.
In fact, the policy maker entrusted implement to foster care associations in order to utilize the asso-
ciations’ practical knowledge and human resources. The second finding is that the scope of utilization
of associations continues to expand institutionally. However, the use of association is contracting
actually, because greater expertise for foster care support is required and ‘team parenting’ is pro-
moted at present.

Since this research mainly focused on the institutional aspect, the role played by foster parent as-
sociations in practical aspect requires further research.
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