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Seasonal changes in home range of female
sika deer (Cervus nippon)
on Mt. Ohdaigahara, central Japan

Kaoruko Yajmma, Yuko YamamoTo, Ikuyo MAE]L,
Toshifumi Kurosaki, Taketo YokoOTA,
Hiroaki SATO and Ei’ichi SHIBATA

To determine seasonal changes in home range, we
used radio collars and tracked five female sika deer
(Cervus nippon) on Mt. Ohdaigahara in the Kii Peninsula
of central Japan, a major deer habitat where the popula-
tion has increased. Female deer tended to be sedentary
and did not change their home ranges from the captured
points. The home range in summer was smaller than
that in fall, suggesting that deer tend to colonize grass-
lands of Sasa wnipponica, their main forage with a high
nutritional value in summer.

Keywords : Cervus nippon, home range, Ohdaigahara,
radio collar, sika deer



