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In the latter half of 1880’s, The Ministry of Education introduced the handicraft subject
(Syukkou-ka) into Japanese elementary school’s curriculum, having been influenced by the Swed-
ish Sloyd and the handicraft education of France. August Abrahamson (who found Sloyd school
at Naas) and the Japanese (Ryuichi Kuki and Seiichi Tegima) began educational exchanges in 1878,
Afterwards, letters between Seiichi Teshima and Otto Salomon (the director of Naas Sl&jd
seminarium) were exchanged. Nojiri Seiichi and Makita Goto were send to Naas Sl6jd seminarium
in order to investigate the didactics of Swedish Sloyd, and they learned “work education as general
education” in which the purpose of the handicraft subject was put on “formal education”.

The concept of “handcraft education” at that time included not only handicraft education as
general education but also handicraft education as vocational education (“industrial education”).

Swedish Sloyd was the center of attention at the elementary school teacher world conference
(1885) held in France. Salici, a prominent educator, regarded Swedish Sloyd so highly in the
conference. That is one of the reasons why Japanese Ministry of Education decided to send two
Japanese to Nais, not to France.

Handicraft subject was introduced into the elementary school curriculum in May 1886 (Meiji 19)
by the efforts of Tejima Seiichi. Tejima, who played important role for the establishment of this
subject, thought that it was necessary to learn directly from Swedish Sloyd at Na#s. Nojiri and
Goto were send to Naas, so they could learn Swedish Sloyd. After returning to Japan, Goto taught
mainly science (physics) and partly didactics of handicraft education at the Tokyo Higher Normal
School. And Goto taught the didactics of handicraft education at the machinary special course of
Tokyo Industry School (Handicraft teachers for normal schools were trained in this course). Goto
played an important role in the handicraft teacher training of normal schools. However this
course was abolished in 1894 (Meiji 27). And later, Uehara Rokushirou took charge of the
didactics of handcraft subject at the special course of handicraft teacher trainning at Tokyo
Higher Normal School established in 1899 (Meiji 32). In 1887, Japanese handicraft education was
developed and managed, by Uehara Rokushirou, not by Nojiri and Goto who had learned Swedish
Sloyd directly in Sweden. Uehara took charge of didactics of handicraft education in the teacher
training seminar 1887 (Meiji 20). One can see Swedish Sloyd influence in Uehara’s theory of
handicraft education. In particular, influences from Salomon’s ideas can be found in the theory of
didactics of Japanese handicraft education.

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of Education and Human Development,
Nagoya University.



