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The Adoption of Information of Educational Museum

by Tanaka Fujimaro

TAKADA Asami

This paper examines what kind of information Tanaka Fujimaro, who was the vice-
minister of education and played a leading role in establishing the Educational Museum in Japan
in 1877, adopted from educational museums in Western countries.

The Educational Museum in Japan, the predecessor of present National Museum of Nature
and Science, was the first museum which collected the instruments of education and natural
history, exhibited collections based on the scientific system of classification, and produced the
educational instruments such as experimental devices.

When Tanaka attended International Conference on Education held during the Centennial
Exposition and visited the Educational Museum in Toronto in 1876, he had an opportunity to
receive information about educational museums in the West.

In the conference, John G. Hodgins reported the exhibition of the collections related to
teaching and the art, especially emphasizing the latter. Then, G. Seelhorst made a report that
the Museum of Nuremberg exhibited the industrial art collections. Nevertheless, most of the
questions asked to Hodgins were related to educational activities in the Educational Museum in
Toronto. In addition, in the time for opinion exchange speakers seemed to have interests in the
educational activities in educational museums without giving any opinion about the art or the
industrial art collections.

After the conference, Tanaka visited the Normal School in Toronto containing the
Educational Museum and the Educational Depository. At that time, the Educational Museum
put emphasis on the art collections as stated above. However, he seemed to get interested not in
them but the educational collections.

As a conclusion, this paper reviews information that Tanaka adopted from Western
countries by investigating the concept of established the Educational Museum in Japan. I pointed
out three ideas which Tanaka adopted to establish the Educational Museum in Japan. These
are as follows: 1) Collecting the instruments related to elementary and secondary education. 2)
Mainly for the teachers. 3) Having the function like the Educational Depository.

This paper suggests that Tanaka referred to not only the Educational Museum in Toronto

but also International Conference on Education in establishing the Educational Museum in Japan.



