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The explosions of Mt.Kaimon (B8Rl ) in the Heian Era(F&RY),

according to some documented incidents.

Nagayama Shuich (La Salle High School Kagoshima)

In this paper I'm going to talk about the following points.

1. Some believe that Mt. Kaimon exploded in March and July Jogan(&#?) 16, because
this can be seen in the documents 2 July and 29 July of that time.

The former report gives us a rough sketch of an explosion of Mt.Kaimon and the
disaster caused by that explosion and the countermeasuers taken by the central
government, but it gives no date of the explosion; the latter report gives a detailed
account of the explosion on March 4 and the disaster that followed, but it doesn’t name
the exploding volcano.

It is my contention that these two documents support each other, and that they are
actually reporting about the same explosion in March.

2. Itis an uncontested fact that Mt.Kaimon exploded in July and August Ninna({~#1)
1.

3. The God Kaimon-Shin (F8Rf#) was elevated by the emperor to the position of Sho-
Shi-I-Ge(IEPY£I F), which is the highest rank possible for a god to attain in Satsuma.
Some believe that this was connected with the volcanic activities of Mt.Kaimon.
However, I don't believe this to be true. For three reasons: Firstly, an earlier elevation
in Jogan(EH#!) 2 was connected with the succession of Emperor Seiwa((EFIXKE).
Secondly, the main purpose of the elevation in Jogan(H#?) 8 was to give Kashikuri-
Shin(E %A FI#) the rank of Sho-Go-I-Jo(EF AT ). And thirdly, many gods in some
provinces were also elevated on the same day, 9 October Gangyo(JuEE) 6.

4. It is my belief is that the main reason Kaimon-Shin was elevated to the highest
rank among all the gods in Satsuma(§EEE) is due to the fact that Mt.Kaimon was an
active volcano in those days. This can be supported by the fact that the highest rank in
Satsuma Kaimon-Shin attained was substituted for the rank of Nitta-Hachiman-
Shin@ErH/\§&#) in the Kamakura Era(@&&HL), when Mt.Kaimon ceased to be an

active volcano.
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