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Abstract

Atomi Kakei and women’s education
Chizuru SAKAKIBARA

Atomi Kakei was born in Osaka in 1840. She was studying hard at an early age, the results
were excellent. She studied Japanese literature and Chinese classics, was also talented in
painting and calligraphy. Her family and her father’s employer expected her to succeed by
her wonderful talent. She opened a private school in Osaka, and taught the daughters of the
nobility. Her private school was a very high reputation in the Kansai region.

Kakei went to Tokyo in 1870 with her family. Kakei was the owner of sonno joi thought
(Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians), was to worship Japanese emperor. Kakei
supported the educational policy that the emperor and the empress advanced. Kakei
cooperated with the reform of the imperial household’s old custom. Kakei founded the school
of Atomi in 1875. Atomi school was a private school that had been built for the first time in
Japan for the woman. Many noble daughters, in Atomi school, were educated to become a
submissive housewife so excellent. In Atomi school, the teaching of penmanship was very
important. Students were practicing writing letters beautiful, and Kakei intended to acquire a
strong mental power by calligraphy. Kakei handed out to students the text of the manuscript.
Students learnt teacher’s educational concept and ideal by Kakei’s text.



