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TheMEDAKASymposiaareaseriesofsym-
posiaondifferenttopicsOnZOOlogicalscienceto
whichsignificantcontributionshavebeenmadeby
uslngthemedakaasmaterial.Theobjectiveofthe
symposiumistobringtogetherdiverseworkers
fromdifferentfieldsofzoologytodiscussthe
rolesandpossibilityofthemedakaasanexperi-

mentalanimalforzoologicalscience.
ThefirstMEDAKASymposiumwasheldon

October7,1987on"GeneticApproachtoSpecia-
tionHasasatellitesymposiumofthe58thAnnual
MeetingoftheZoologlCalSocietyofJapanin
Toyama.ThissymposiumwaschairedbyDr.T･
Iwamatsu.Threespeakers,Drs.K.Moriwaki,H.
Uwa,andM.Sakaizumi,presentedpapers,and
over50personsattended血esymposium.
ThesecondoneinSapporo(October5,1988)
wasonHNewExperimentalAnimalsunder

GeneticControl"chairedbyDr.AShima･Papers
werepresentedbyDrs.K.OowadaandM.Hoshi,
byDr.Y.Hyodo-Taguchi,andbyDrs.T.
Nakamura,S.TochinaiandC.Kataglrl,and47
personsinallpartlCIPated･
ThethirdoneinKyoto(October5,1989)was
chairedbyDr.K.YamagamionHFertilizationin
FishH.Threepapers,byDrs.K.ShimamotoandS.
Ito,byDr.T.Iwamatsu,andbyDr.Y.Inoue,were

invited,and64personsparticipatedinthissympoI
Slum.

TheforthMEDAKAsymposiuminNiigata
(October3,1990)waschairedbyDr.Y.Nagahama

onHOogenesis- C0-OperationbetweenGerm
CellsandSomaticCells一日.Paperswerepre-
sentedbyDrs.S.HamaguehiandN.Shibata,by

Drs.T.HamasakiandK.Yamagami,andbyDrs.
M.AmanoandA.Kawahara,and74persons

attendedthesymposium･
ThefifthMEDAKASymposiuminOkayama
(October13,1991)wason"BiologyofPigment
Cells"chairedbyDr.R.Fujii.Dr.H.Tomita,Dr.
M.Obika,andDr.T.Takeuchipresentedpapers,

and67partlCIPantSjoinedthediscussion･
ThesixthonewaschairedbyDr.K.Onitake
(October7,1992inSendai)underthetitleof

HSpematogenesis- ControllingMechanismsand
GeneExpression一日.Dr.T.Miura,Dr.S.Abe,
andDr.H.Fujimotopresentedpapers.60persons
partlCIPatedin.
Theproceedingsof血eMEDAKASymposium
writteninJapanesearepublishedannually･We
hopethatthisseriesofsymposiacouldpresent
somenewviewpolntStOtheresearcherswhoare
workingonthemedakaaswellasthosewhoare
interestedinthetoplCOfeachsymposium･


