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Transformationofpropertyconflrmation

in1lthand12thcenturyDenmark

MinoruOZAWA

Ithasbeenlongthoughtthatonehundredyearsfromthemiddleofthellthcenturywhen

Cnut'sempireCOllapsedtotheyear1157whenValdemartheGreatbecameDanishkingwasa

transitoryageinDanishhistory.Somehistoriansconsideredtheseyearsasanageofshiftfromthe

paganVikingAgetotheChristianMiddleAges･lHoweverwehavetopaymoreattentiontothe

centurytodeeplyunderstandthatvariousirmovativeshiftswereprogressingPOlitically,
economically,sociallyandculturally.

Mypaperaimstomakeclearoneaspectoftheseshi且s,thatisthebackgroundofthe

transformationofpropertyconflrmationinDenmarkatthegateoftheearlyMiddleAges.The

centralconcem existsinhow andwhyDenmark,non-successorstateoftheRomanempire,

adoptedthewayofpropertyconflrmationthroughwrittendocumentsintoitsownsystemofland

management･

1.RunicStoneasTestimonyofPropertyInheritance

Around1000,buildingmovementofimpressivemonumentswasmarkingScandinavian

landscape:runicstones,Arunicstoneisakindofmemorialstonewhichthelivingbuiltin

memoryofthedeceased,withcarvedrunesonitssurface,sometimesdrawnwithbeautiful漂森
decorativeanimalpictures.2TheearlierdateofrunicstoneslikeBj6rketorpstoneinBlekingein

presentSwedengoesbacktopre-ⅥkingAge,3butalmostallofthemwereconcentratedonthe

year1000,theerathatScandinavianmedievalistscallthelateⅥkingAge.Accordingtoarecent

catalogue,叩prOXimately2500StonesinallhavebeendiscoveredinDenmark,Norwayand

Swedenuntilthepresenttimes.4

RecentlyBirgitSawyer,editorofthecatalogue,presentedaninterestinghypothesisonthe

movement.5Herinterestdidnotexistsomuchinthetextofinscriptiononthesurfaceofrunic

1 Concem1ng1lthcenturyDenmark,MichaelH･Getting&HelleSOrensen,Akingdomatthecrossroad:Denmarkintheeleventhcentury,
in:P･Urbanczyk(ed.),T71eNeighboursofPolandinthellthCentu7y.Warsawa2002,p.49-59;AkselE.Christensen,MellemVikingetid

ogValdemarstid.Etforsogpaaensyntese,Ht'storiskTt'dssla･lft12-2(1966),S.3ト53.

2 Standardworksonrunesandrunicstonesare:KlausDtiwel,Runen血fnde.3An n.Stuttgart2000;ErikMoltke,RllneSandtheirOrt'gt'ns:

Denmarkandelsetl,here.K8benhavn1985;LucienMusset,Introductionalan,LnOlogie.Paris1965.

3 LisJacobsen&ErikMoltke(red.),DanmarksRunet'ndsか.tfler:Text.K8benhavn1942,col.410-14.

4 AccordingtoSawyer'scatalogue,200ⅥkingAgeTunicstonesarefわundinDenmark(incllidingBomholm),51inNorway,and2057in

Sweden･BirgitSawyer,The77king-AgeRune-Stones:CustomandcommemorationinearlymedievalScandinavia.Oxford2000,p･189-
262.

5 Inadditiontothebookcitedinthenote4,BirgitSawyer,PropertyandlnheritanceinmkingScandt'navia:TheRunicEvidence.Alingsas

1988;Id.,DetvikingatidarunstensresandetiSkandinavien,Scandia55(1989),S.185-202;Id.,Viking-Agerune-Stonesasacrisis

symptom,Nol･WegianArchaeologicalReview24(1991),p.97-112.
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stone,asinthecontext,lnOtherwords,inthereasonwhysuchbuildingmovementofrunicstones

flourishedhereandthereinScandinaviaattheverytimearound1000.Itisnormallythoughtthat
afunctionofrunicstonesistocommemoratethedeceasedwhosenamewasinscribedonthem,

but,accordingtoherinterpretation,thesestoneshadanotherimportantfunction:thatofmaking

therelationshipbetweenthelivingandthedeceasedcommemoratein血ecommunity血ey

belongedto.Then,whydidScarldinavianelitesinthelateVikingAgemakesucharelationship

commemorateintheircommunity?Thatisaproblemofinheritanceofthelandandproperty.We

shouldnotforgetthatthereisapossibilitythat,ifthememoryoftherelationshipwaslost,they

wouldlosetheirownlandandpropertyasaresultofsomegravesocialfhctuations.Consequently

sheimpliesthatrunicstonewasamanifestationofinheritanceandproperty.

Itisnaturalthatherimplicationdoesnotmeanthatamanifestationofrunicstonewasthe

onlywayofpropertyconfirmationinthelateVikingAge.Suchawayofmanifestationwasnot

remarkablebeforethebuildingmovementofthestonearound1000nourishedresultingfroma

"crisissymptom".Non-writtenlegalcustomsandboundarystonespossiblyexistedasstandard

waysofpropenyconfirmationinScandinavia,althoughthepaucityofwrittensourcesmakes
muchmoredifficultthereconstructionofthematter.

IfSawy er'shypothesisisaccepted-ifthenumberofpropertyconfirmationthroughrunic

stonewasincreasinginScandinaviaaround1000-,twointerestingargumentsarepresentedin

comparisonwithotherEuropeancountries.Theoneisthatthesestones,notcharters,conflrmed

therightsofone'sproperty.HerewehavetorememberthatScandinavia,non-successorofthe

WestemRomanempire,hadneverhownaRomanwayofpropertyconflrmationthroughwritten

documentsglVenbythehigherauthorities.Theotheristhatasocialnuctuationwashappening

overScandinaviaagainstthebackgroundofbuildingmovementofrunicstonesaround1000.As

thelatterargumentisconcemed,itshouldbenoticedthattheyear1000wastheverytimethree

Scandinaviankingdoms,namelyDenmark,NorwayandSwedenwereinthemaking,whenthe

secondwaveofScandinavianinvasionsintoWestemEuropebegan.

Inthispaper,WeshallrestrictourboundaryofdiscussionstoaDanishcontext.Differing

fromthatofthepresentday,DenmarkfromthelateVikingAgeto1658hadalargerterritory

consistingofthreeparts,namelytheJutlandpeninsulawithSchleswig-Holstein(nowpartupf
Germany),thearchipelagoincludingtwobigislandsFunenandZeeland,andScaniawhich

belongstoSwedennow.Thiscountrywasnotunitedbyonekinguntil血e丘rsthalfoftheloth

century,atlastwhenakingnamedGorm,whosebirthplacewasunknowntous,establishedanew

dynastyatJellingin也ecentralsiteofJutland.Noo血erDanishkingshadexperiencedmore

politicalandsocialchangeanddisorderthantheJellingkingsfromthefirsthalfoftheloth

centuryt01042:6accordingtothetextoftheJellingfamousrunicstone,Gorm'ssonHarald

Bluetooth"unitedDenmark,reignedoverNonvay,andintroducedanewreligionChristianityinto

Denmark"inthemidstofthelothcentury;7Atthegateofthellthcentury,hissonSwein

ForkbeardinvadedandsubjugatedEnglandin1013;In1017,hissonCnuttookthecrownof

EnglandinhishandandlaterrelgnedoverDenmarkmdNorway;From 1042to47,the

NorweglankingMagnustheGoodbecameDanishkingtemporarily.Suchashorトーimechanglng

politicalsituationwithnotafewtimesofbattlesprobablycausedlossofmuchnumberoflocal

6 Birgit皮PeterSawyer,DieWeltderWikinger(DieDeutschenunddaseuropaischeMittelalter).Berlin2002,S.174-201;NielsLund,
Cnut'sDanishkingdom,in:AlexanderRumble(ed.),TheReig710fCnut.KingofEngland,DenmarkandNoIWay(StudiesinEarlyHistory

ofEngland).London1993,p.27-42.

7 DanemarkRuneL.ndskrlfterNo.4142,col.65-81.
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elites.8Needlestosay,theywerelandholdersinmostcases.Consequently,asB.Sawyerstated,a

socialnuctuation-tospeakmoreconcretely,inheritanceandpropertydisputes-Couldberaised
allaroundDenmark.

AccordingtothecataloguepreparedbyB.Sawyer,thenumberofmnicstonesintheⅥking

Ageis168inallDenmarkexcept血eislandofBomholm.Interestlnglydistributionofthestones

concentratedonNorthJutlandandScania.Althoughthereasonofsuchdeviationofthe

distributionhasnotbeendiscusseduntilnow,Ishallpointoutherethatthesetwospacesofdenser

distributionofstoneswereawayfrompowercentresoftheJellingdynastyinthelateVikingAge,

whichwillimplythatthereweresomerelationshipsbetweenbuildingmovementofstonesandthe

kingship.

2.ArrivalofRoyalChartersinDenmark

Next,Weshalltum toanotherproblem ofthefirstroyalcharters.Aswasalreadysaid,

Scandinaviahadnotproducedanywrittendocumentsuntiltheendofthe1lthcentury.Cnutthe

Great,certainly,producednotafewroyalchartersinhisownname,butonlyinEngland,notin

Denmark.ThereforewecannotconsiderDenmarkuntilthellthcenturytobesuchahighly
documentedstateasfoundintheBritishIslesandtheContinentatthesametime.

TheearliestexistentroyalcharterinDenmark(inScandinavia)goesbacktothedate21May

1085.ThischarterproducedbyCanuteIV(reign1080-86)confirmedtheLaurentiuschurchin

Lundinitspossessionofthelandandproperty.9However,theoriginalwasalreadylost,andthe

copylSPreservedintheNecrologiumLundenseofthe12thcentury.10Thechartertellsushow

widelythelandandpropertyscatteredaroundeastemDenmarkfromScaniatoZeeland(52mansi

inall)･11Ⅰfthecopyisauthentic,itprovesthatStLaurentiusinLun¢Possessedmuchamountof

thelandandpropertyatthestageofthelaterpartofthe1lthcentury.

AscanbeunderstoodintheTable1,only15Danishroyalcharterswerepreservedfromthe

earliesttimesuntil1157,theyearValdemar1theGreatsucceededtheDanishcrown.Theorlglnals

ofthemareonly2:theoneisthepropertyconfirmationofthesameStLaurentiusinLunddated6

Janua.ryl135byErikEmne(reign1134-37),12theotherprivilegesconfirmationofNa3StVed
monasterydated21March1140byErikLam(reign113746).13AccordingtoLauritzWeibvll,潔ぎ
editorofDlblomatarium Danicum,theformulaofthesetworoyalcharterswasstrongly

innuenced,ontheonehand,throughtheGermanchanceryand,ontheotherhand,throughthe

Pontificalchancery.14Although,becauseofthepaucltyOfwrittensources,itisdifficultto

determinetheexactplaceofcentralDanishchanceryinthellthandtheearly12thcentury,the
candidatesweretwoimportantDanishbishoprlCS,RoskildeinZeelandandLundinScania,the

8AnyinfluencesofbattlestoScandinaviansocietyshouldbestudiedinfulldetail.Cf.Eriechristiansen,TheNwsemenintheVt'kingAge

(ThePeoplesofEurope).Oxfol.d2002,p.168-88;GuyA.E.Morris,ViolenceandlateVikingAgeScandinaviansocialorder,in:Guy
Halsall(ed.),VZ'olenceandSocieO,intheEarlyMedievalWest.Woodbridge1998,p.14ト56.

9Theeditionofthischartel･Canbefoundin:LauritzWeibull(udg.),Dtblomatart'umDant'ct/m(DD),I-2:1053-1169.KBbenl1aVn1963,n.
21,S.43-52.

10Concemingthecontentofthenecrologium,LauritzWeibull(utg.),NecrologiumLundense.Lundsdomlo,rkasneわ･ologium.Lund1923･
11Concemingthechartel',StemSkansj6&HansSundstr6m(utg.),Gavobrevet1085.Fb'redragochdisktlssionervidSymposiumわ･ingKnut

denheligesgavobrev10850chdentidigamedeltidensnoldiskasamha'lle.Lund1988;Al･thurK6chel･,Kongebrevet五･a1085:Studieideモ
a31dstedanskeDiplomogB1.eVVZEBSen,Ht'storiskTl'dsskilft9Ra3kke2(1921),S.129ff.

12DDト2,n.63,S.119｢24.
138かト2,n.78,S.15α-53.
14DDト2,S･47-19･Weibullpublishedadetailedpaperaboutthechaller:LauritzWeibull,KnutdenheligesgavobrevtillLundsDomkyrka

1085,Id.,Nol･diskhistoria.Fol･Sknt'77gat･oCh乙mdersBLkningar,Il:Slatoch砂rkaiDanmarた〟nde7･♂/dyemedeltid･Lund1948,S･13ト69
(orig.1924).
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date place Who towbom what 0./C.DDnllm

1085.5.21 Lund Knud4. St.LaurentiuschurchinLund propei呼 C. Ⅰ.2.21

1104-1117 nn Niels St.KnudchurchinOdenseandtllebrothe一s PrOPe吋 C. Ⅰ.2.32

1104-1117 nn Niels St.Maria,St.Albanus,St.KnudchurchesinOdense priviledgeoffishC. Ⅰ.2.34

1135.1.6 St.LaurentiuschurcbinLtlndErikEmune.Godand血echurchesinLund Property 0. I,2.63

1135 St.MariachurchinRingstedErikEmune thebrotbersbelonglngtOthecilurCh Property C. Ⅰ.2.65

1137-1146 nn ErikLamm LiVo,praepositusinSt.Albanuschurchetalii priViledge C. I.2.71

1140.3.21 EggesleV ErikLamm Na3StVedmonastery priViledge 0. Ⅰ,2.78

1140.4.7orlaternn ErikLamm Tybjergherred priviledge C. Ⅰ.2,79

1141.12.7 StKnudchurchinOdense ErikLamm tilebrothersinOdense priViledge C. Ⅰ.2.81

1142,4.26orlaternn ErikLamm tbechurchesinOdense confirmation C. Ⅰ.2.84

1142-1146 nn ErikLamm confirmation C. I.2.84

1145.9.1 Lund ErikLamm Herman,bishopofSlesVlg priViledge C. Ⅰ.2,91

1146-1157 nn SvendGrethethecityofSlesVig priViledge C. Ⅰ.2.97

1146-1157 nn SvendGrethethecitizenofRibe priViledge C. I.2.98

ThisTableismadeafterDDI12.

latterofwhichwouldbecomethearchbishopricinScandinaviain1104.15Theformercharterof

1135wasproducedinLuna.16

ComparedtoothercontemporaryEuropeancountries,theproductionof15Chartersin70

yearsseemstobepoorlysmallerinitsnumber.Certainly,dependingonanEnglishcase,Michael

Clanchydemonstratedthenumberoftheexistentdocumentswasmuchsmallerthanthatofthe

documentsactuallyproducedatthepasttimes.17NeverthelessDanishhistoricalcontextsofferus

enoughconditionstomakesurethat血enumberofDanishdocumentswassmallinestimation.

The丘rstreasonisthatcivilwarsbetweenpretendersoftheDanishcrownwererepeatedlywaged
fromthedeathofSweinIIEstrithsenin1074totheenthronementofValdemarItheGreatin1157

-■

becauseoflackoftheprlnCipleofinheritancebytheeldestson.SweinIIhadmanyofhis

children,thefiveofwhombecameDanishkingsinsuccession;HaraldHen(reign1074-80);

CanutetheHoly(1080-86);01ufHunger(1086-95);ErikEjegod(1095-1103);andNiels(1104-

34).AfterthedeathofNiels,descendantsofErikEjegodsucceededthecrownofDenmarkand

ValdemarItheGreatbecamekingln1157.Inthemeanwhile,pretenderstothecrownwere

opposedtoeachotherandorganisedtheirownpartywithlocalelites,lntheresultthatsome

pretenders,forexampleCanuteIVtheHoly,ErikEmneandCanuteLavard,Wereassassinatedby

theirrivalparty.18Thesecondreason,1nCloseconnectionwiththefirstOne,isthataroyalactof

15Becauseoflimitedsources,veryfewstudieswerededicatedtotheearliesthistoryoftheDanishroyalchancery.AccordingtoThomas
Riis,KanzlercanbefoundinDenmarkin1158;ThomasRiis,Kanzlel･,KanzlerVII:Skandinavien,LexikondesMittelaltersV,col.918-
19.ConcerningtheearliesthistolyOfthe(arch)bishopricofLund,LauritzWeibull,Denskanskakyrkansaldstahistoria,Nol･diskhistoria,
S.ト130(orig.1914-15).

160mtheotherhand,thelatterin1140wasproducedinEggeslev(Magle).
17MichaelT･Clanchy,FromMemolγtOWrittenWord:Englandj3･om1066to1307.London1979.
18Concemingpoliticalpl･OCeSS,01eFenger,Kirkerrejsesallevegne(GyldendalogPolitikensDanmarkshistorie4)IKabenhavn1989,S.59-

76･Someofassassinatedpretendel･SOfthecrownwereoftenveneratedasroyalsaint･Existenceofthesaintscontributedtotheformation
ofDanishmedievalpoliticalculture.Cf･ToreNyberg,AutourdelasacraliteroyaleenScandinavie,Annuarhlmhistoriaeconcilliorum

27/28(1997),p.177-92.
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nationofprivilegesandpropertymaynothavelessimportanceinthe1lthand12thcentury

arkthanexpectedinotherEuropeancountries.Thereasonexistsinthat,becauseofconstant

ivilwar,thepoliticalpositionofaking,whomustbethesourceofpowerintheconfirmation

throughhisroyalcharter,wasfragile･Wehavetorememberthat,ifapretenderoftherivalparty

becomesking,confirmationofthelandandpropertybypreviouskingsmaybeannihilated.

3.ProcessoftheTransitionfromRunicStonetoCharter

Wehavedaredtocontrasttheconfirm ationofpropertythroughroyalchartersinthe1lthand

12thcenturywiththatofTunicstonesaround1000.Manyproblemsremaintobediscussedinthis

point,butweshallrestrictourconcem totheproblemofwhenthetransitionfromthelatterway

ofconfirmationtotheform erhappened.

Aswehavetodeclareat丘rst,thereisnodistinguisheddemarcationbetweenthe

disappearanceoftherunicalphabet(fubark)andtheemergenceoftheLatinalphabetinDenmark.

Aswasalreadysaid,Somerunicstoneswerebuilteveninthe12thcenturyandsomesacreditems

inchurchesandmonasterieswereinscribedinrunesinthehighMiddleAgeslonga洗erthe

productionofthefirstrecognizableroyalcharterof1085.Consequently,Denmarkinthellthand

early12thcenturywas"doublescriptssociety",eventhoughthecountrydidnothaveasrich

medievalrunicmaterialsasdiscoveredinaHanseaticcityBergeninNorway.19However,with

timepassing,ltistruethatthesocialstratawhereLatinwasusedwererestrictedtonarrowerones,

but,inpublicspherelikereligiousandadministrativesituations,runesweregraduallyreplacedby

theLatin alphabet,and Denmark wasalso changing intoWestem European system of
documentationinLatin.

Denmark,Idaretosay,wasalreadydeeplyinvolvedin也ecomplicatednetworkofwritten

documentsbefore1085.Theprocesscanbedividedintofoursteps.AtthefirststeptheDanes,

afterthe9thcentury,spreadwidelytoWesternEurope,especiallyintheNorth-EastinEngland

andintheNorth-WestinFrance,wheretheysettledthemselvesandfbm edtheirnewcommunity.

Needlestosay,thesetworegions-theformerundertheswayoftheEnglishkingdom andthe

latterofthef､rankishkingdom-werealreadyestablishedashighly-documentedsociety.As

LucienMussetandDavidBatesdemonstratedasregardsNorm andycase20andFrankStentonand

DawnHadleyasregardstheDanelawcase,21theDaneswhosettledtherewereenforcedtombe

incorporatedinaWestem Europeansystem oflandmanagementandsettlementofdisputes

throughwrittendocuments.HerewehavetorememberafrequentcontactbetweenDenmarkand

manyofDanishcommunitiesinthesetworegionsindifferentwaysandtodifferentsocial

levels.22Couldn'tsomeoftheDaneswhoexperiencedsuchan"exotic"legalculturecomebackto

theirhomelandandletthenativeDanesblowtheknow-howoflandmanagementinaWestem

Europeanstyle?

ThesecondstepwasthecreationofnewbishoprlCSinDenma血 TheroyalcharterbyOttoI

19TerjeSpurkland,Literacyand'mnaCy'inMedievalScandinavia,in:J.Adams&K.Holman(eds.),Scandinm,iaandEurope800-1350:

Contact,Conjlict,andCoexistence.Tumhout2004,p.333-14.
20LucienMusset,Jean-MichelBouvriS,V6ronlqueGazeau,Aspectsdelasoct'die!etdeI'dconomiedanslaNormandt'emddidvale:Xe-EIIe

si占cles.Caen1988;DavidBates,Normanゆ′before1066.London1982.
21FrankStenton,TheFreePeasant77,0ftheNorthe7･nDanelaw.OxfordI910;DawnM.Hadley,TheVl'kingsinEngland:Settlement,SocieO,

andCu/tyre.Manchester2006;Id.,TheNorthernDanelaⅥ,/Itssocialstnlctuf･e,C.800-1100.London2000.
22Forexample,LucienMusset,LesrelationsextirieuresdelaNormandieduIXeauXIesiとcle,d'apresquelquestl'ouvaillesmonitaires

ricentes,in:Id.,NordicaetNormannica.Recueild'dludessul･laScandinavieancienneetmddt'dvale,resexp占ditionsdesVikingsetla

fondationdelaNormandt'e.Paris1997,p.297-306(ol･g.1954).
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in965testifiedthreebishopricsSchleswlg,Ribe,andAarhus,23andtheonebyOttoIIIin988

addedanewbishopricOdenseinFunentotheaforesaidthreeones.24HereitisnotedthatGerman

emperorsconflrmedthepropertyandprivilegesbelongingtothebishoprics.Truly,itremainsto

besolvedtowhatextenttheimperialprotectionfoundintwocharterswaspracticallyeffectivein

Danishterritory,25but,WecanobseⅣethatthey,eventhoughlimitedtothelandofbishoprlCS,

WerebringingintoanemergingDenmarkalegalpracticeofconflmationthroughroyalcharters

inaWestem Europeanway.Intheverycourseoftimearound1000,notafewGermansand

EnglishmenweredispatchedfromHamburgand,probablyCanterbury,andsomeofthematlast

becameDanishbishops.26Whydidn'ttheseforeignbishopsinform theDanesofWestem

Europeanlegalpracticesthroughwrittendocumentsaswellas血eologicalandmoralarguments?

NextweshallflytothethirdstepofthereignOfEnglandbyCnuttheGreat.27Afterhisfather

SweinForkbearddiedin1013,Cnut,whobecamekingofEnglandin1017,begantorelgnOver

EnglandbytaldngovertheAnglo-Saxonadministrationsystem establishedbyhisWessex

predecessors･OneofthemostimpressivefeaturesofthelateAnglo-Saxonstatewashighly-

arrangedadministrationthroughsystematicbureaucracyandwrittendocuments.28Wecanfind

varioustypesofwrittenlegaldocumentsduringthereignOfCnutfrom 1018to1035:Over30

royalchartersinthenameofCnut;29lawcodesconsistingOftwoparts,whichweredraftedbythe

archbishopWulfstanofYorkandpromulgatedin1018inWinchester;30simplifiedcommand

letterscalledwrits,whichwereincreasedatCnut'stimes.31AccordingtoAnglo-SaxonChronicles

andsubscriptionsOfCnut'scharters,therewerealotofScandinavianlandholderslikeThorkel

andUlfinsuchlegaltransactionsonthespot.32Manyofthemwhoweresurelylocalelitesin

DenmarkretumedtotheirhomelandatthefirststageofCnut'sreign-WeCannOtknowthe

reason-.WeretheyinterestedineffectiveAnglo-Saxonlegalpracticestheyexperiencedas

landholdersinEngland?

AtthelaststageofintroductionofwrittendocumentsintoDenmark,Wehavetopayattention

totherelationshipbetweenthepapalCuriaandDanishkingsfollowingSweinEstrithsen(1047-

1074),son-in-lawofCn山.Againstthebackgroundof血elnvestitureControversybetweenpopes

andGemanemperors,血eCuriasentsomelettersto血eDanishkings.33Inaddition,Sweinwas

23Th.Sickel(hrsg.),DieUrktLndenKonradI.,Heinrt'chI.undOttoI(MGHDiplomata).Hannovel'1879-84,No･294,S.411;IdcircQ耕OS,
interuentudilectiarchiepiscoplnOStriAdaldagi,acprostatuetincolumitateimperiinostri,qulCquidproprietatisinmarcavetregno
DanorumadecclesiasinhonoremDeiconstructas,vicelicetSliesuulgenSem,Ripensem,Arusensem,veladhucpertinerevidetur,vet
futurumacquiratur,abomnicensuvetservitionostriiurisabsoluimus,utetepISCOPISPreSCriptarumeCClesiarum,absqueullacomitisvel
alicuiusfiscinostriexactorisinfestationeseruiantetsuccumbant,volumusetfirmiteriubemus.

24Th.Sickel(hrsg.),DieUrkundenOttodesIll.(MGHDiplomata).Hannover1893,No.41,S..440141;Omniumfideliumnostrorum,lam
presentium,quamfuturorumpiaedevotionlPateat,quOmOdonosobpetitionemetinterventumdilectinostriAdaldagi,Bremensisecclesiae
videlicetvenerabilisarchiepiscopl,aCProStatuetincolumitateregnlnOStri,qulCquidproprietatisinregnoDanorumadecclesiasin
honol･emDeiconstructas,videlicetSliesuuicensem,Ripensem,Arusensem,0thenesuulgenSemueladhicpertinerevidetur,uelinfuturum
adquiratur,abomnicensuuelseruitionostriiurisabsoluimus･

25NielsRefskou,DetretligeindholdafdeottonskediplomertitdedanskebispedOmmer,Scandia52(1986),S.167-210.
26ConcemlngtheearliesthistoryofDanishbishops,MichaelH･Gelting,Elusivebishops:remembering,forgetting,andremakingthehistory

oftheearlyDanishchurch,in.･SeanGilsdorf(ed･),TheBishop:PowerandPieo,attheFirstMillennium(NeueAspektedereuropaischen
Mittelalterforschung4).M也nster2004,p.169-200.

27M.K.Lawson,Cnut.Englandkmkt'ngKing.Stroud2004(orig.1993).
28ConcerningthedocumentationsystemofAnglo-Saxonstate,forexample,SimonKeynes,Royalgovemmentandthewrittenwordinlate

Anglo-SaxonEngland,in:R.McKitterick(ed･),TheUsesofLiteracyinEarlyMedievalEurope.Cambridge1990,p.226-57.
29ACatalogueofAnglo-Saxoncharterscanbefoundinthewebcalled"ElectronicSawyer"(http･.//www.trin.cam.ac.uk/chartwww/

eSawyer.99/eSawyer2.html).
30PatrickWormald,TheMa/U'ngofEnglishLaw:KingAIPedtothem′elfthCentury,I/LegislationanditsLimits.OxfTord1999,p.345-66.
31FlorenceE･Harmer,Anglo-SaxonWrits･2ed･StamfTord1989,p･1-118;RichardSharpe,Theuseofwrit-chartersineleventhcentury,

Anglo-SaxonEngland32(2003),p.247-91･
32ConcerningtheScandinaviansinthecourtofCnut,SimonKeynes,Cnut'searls,in･.TheReignofCnut,p.43-88,esp.54-66.
33ConcerningtherelationshipbetweenthepapalCuriaandDenmal･k,WolfgangSeegliin,DosPapsttum undSkalldinavie17bisztlr

VollendtLngdernol･dischenKirchenorganisation(ll64).Neumiinster1967,S.65-107.
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From RunicStonetoCharter

manttoacanonAdamofBremenwhowrotetheDeedsoftheArchbishopsofHamburg

1070.34ThesefactsconcemlngSweinandhissuccessorsmeanthat,althoughitwas

owntouSwhethertheDanishkingscouldunderstandLatinbythemselves,atleasttheroyal

inlaterllthcenturyalreadypreparedthestafftodealwithwrittendocumentsinLatin.

rosopographicaldatatellusthat,someoftheearliestDanishbishops,aswasalreadysaid,were

dispatchedfromEnglandandGermany,butthenumberofnativeDanishclericswasgradually
increaslng.Thattakenintoconsideration,wouldn'tweconcludethatin血elaterhalfofthellth

centuryDenmarkalreadypreparedthesystemenoughtoproducetheroyalchartersimitatedto

WestemEurope?

Thefirstexistentcharterin1085iscomingsoon.

4.FromRunicStonetoCharter:Whythetransitionfromrunicstonetoroyalcharter?

Then,Wesupposedthesefourstepsoftransmittingalegalpracticeofconfirmationthrough

writtendocumentsintoDenmark.Ofcourse,wehavetoadmitthattherewerenotafewaccidental

problemsintheprocess.However,hereIdaretopresentthereasonwhyDenmarkadopteda

Europeanwayofpropertyconfirmation.Inthefirstplace,Danishkings,fragileinthellth

century,planedtoextendtheiractualpowerandauthoritybyproducingroyalchartersconceming

thepropertyoflayandholyelitesunderthenameoftheldngsthemselves.InthelateVikingAge,
theJellingkingsinDenmarkdidnothavetheconcentratedpoweragainstlocalelitesand,onthe

contrary,theseelitessettledthemselvesalloverDenmark,emulatedthekingsasiftheywerea

localtinyking,and,insomecases,made血ekingsbeenfわrcedtochangetheirpoliticaldecisions.

Theirsourcesofpowerdidnotexistsomuchintheirphysicalfわrcesasintheirlargeproperty

whichenabledthemtoevoketheirgenerosityindispensabletolocalcontrol.Actofthebuildingof

runicstone,whichwereclearlyrecognizableform adistance,Isuppose,Wouldbeasymbolised

manifestationofthepower,authority,andresourcesofthebuildersaswellasthatofland

possessionasB.Sawyerdemonstrated.However,whentheproductionofcharterswas

administeredbytheroyalcourtincomparisontothebuildingofrunicstonesbythelocalelites

themselves,WecanconcludethattheDanishkingshippositivelydesiredthetransition.Inaddition,

from amoregeneralviewpoint,CanWethinl(thatDenmark,aperipheralemergingState,Was霞題
incorporatedinaEuropeancommonsystem-Christianitas- byacceptingboththetransition

from theuseoflocalrunestothatofintemationalLatinandlegalpracticesthroughwritten

documentsinaWestemEuropeanway?

34BemhardSchmeidler(hrsg.),Magistrt'Adam Bl･emensisGestaHammabLlrgenSisecclesT'aeponttjiclnn(MGH Scriptoresl'erum
Germanicarum inusum scholarum).3Aun.Hannover1917;DavidFraesdorfF,Derbarbal･ischeNoT･den.Vwstelhlngenund

FremdheitskategorienbetRimbert,ThietmarvonMersebL〃g,AdamvonBremenundHelmoldvonBosau(Orbismediaevalis5)･Berlin
2005.
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