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A study on early Syukoka (Manual Training Courses)

in the middle Meiji Era.

Kazuki MORISHITA*

In 1886, Syukoka was established as an additional subject by Syogaku no Gakka to sono Teido
(curiculum of elementary school) in accordance with Syogakko Rei (The Elementary School Ordinance).
As Syukoka was an additional subject, the number of schools which added it varied. After 1917, the
Ministry of Education published a list of the number of schools which had added it in the Annual Report
of the Ministry of Education, But from 1886-1916 we can not be certain of the exact number. Therfore we
must refer to previous studies on Syukoka.

A representive study about it was “Syukoka Kyojusyo” by Hidekichi Okayama and Gentaro Tanahashi.
In this book they described that Syukoka had spread widely for several years after its establishment, but
it had declined after that, because its curriculum had become vocational, and un—-educational. But in
another study Naosuke Higaki (a goverment school inspector of the Ministry of Education) described that
Syukodka had not spread so widely. Thus the actual facts about Syukoka were unknown. Moreover the
concrete curriculum of Syukoka was not dealt with in these studies.

The pupose of this study is to examine whether Syukoka spread widely or not, and the concrete
curriculum of early Syukoka.

The study presents the following as conclusions.

(1) In the twenties of Meiji Syukoka (1887-1896) did not spread except in Ishikawa Prefecture and
some prefectures. As a teacher training was started late and financial help for additional Syukokas was
not given, Syukoka was not generally developed

(2) In Ishikawa Prefecture Jitugyoka (practical subjects)began to be established in 1885 with the object
to rise the percentage of school attendance. Accordingly Syukoka was considered as a kind of Jitugyoka
in1886. Curriculum included painting of ceramics, straw ware, bamboo ware etc.

(3) Hidekichi Okayama explained that because the early Syukoka had aimed to make a profit, the
syukoka room hadchanged into a workshop. But in Ishikawa Prefecture a woodworking that trained the
fundamental skill was practiced too. At that time in Japan Syukoka was notestablished. There was
possibility that original Japanese Syukoka grew in Ishikawa Prefecture.

{4) Syukoka in Ishikawa Prefecture declined in the middle of the twenties of Meiji. The causes of
decline were criticism from parents, deficiency of funds etc. However criticism from parents was not only
that Syukoka had turned into a non-educational institation, but also that Shukoka did not bring profits.

The author concludes that the main cause was a deficiency of funds.

*Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Nagoya University.
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