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A Study on the Teaching Method of Early Syukoka (Manual Training Couses)

in the Middle of the Meiji Era

Kazuki MORISHITA *

In 1886, Syukodka was established as an additional subject at K6t6 Sydgakko (a higher elementary school).
So far, it has been supposed that the teaching method of early Syukdka was influenced by Swedish manual training.
At Syukd Kousyikai (the short course of the manual training) held by the Ministry of the Education, Rokushiro
Uehara taught the teaching method of Syukdke on the basis of the “Swedish System” (Swedish manual training).
Makita Goto, who had attended the course of the Swedish System at Niis, taught the teaching method of Syukdka
in the higher normal school. Otto Salomon who developed the Swedish System said that the models had to be
useful from the child’s standpoint and that the work should not involve laborious preparatory exercises. This idea
differed from the Russian System which required a series of operations extracted from works.

It has been supposed that before the end of the Second World War, the Russian System did not have an influence
upon Syukéka and industrial education in Japan,

The pupose of this study is to examine the teaching method of early Syukéka.

The study presents the following as conclusions:

(1) It has been definitely shown that four kinds of an authorized textbook of Syukéka existed.

(2) One of these books, “Syuké Kyobkasyo’’ written by Yoshimi Hiraga, was a textbook translated from How to
Use Wood-Working Tools. This textbook included various excercises for use of basic carpentry tools. This method
of teaching was similar to that of the Russian System. Two other authorized textbooks were written on the basis of
this textbook.

(3) Accordingly the {eaching method of early Syukdka was also influenced by the Russian System,

The contents of this paper are as follows:

Introduction

L, A list of books of Syukdka which were published in the middle of the Meiji Era

2. Authorized textbooks of Syukdka

3. Teaching method of early Syukdka

Conclusion

*Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Nagoya University,
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