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Abstract

A Dilemma of Realism: SHIMAZAKI Toson and “Model Problems”
HIBI, Yoshitaka

In this paper I will examine novels by SHIMAZAKI Toson from the 1900s to 1910s and
“model problems (€ 77 )V [H] & )” caused by his fictions. I mainly discuss his works “ |[H 3= A
0ld Master,” “ i K Row of Trees,” “ 2¢ & Onrush,” and #r £ New Life. Through analyzing
these novels and the discourses of “model problems,” I will explore the relationship between
the rise of realistic fiction and novelistic depictions of people’s privacy. A “model problem”
is an incident which was caused by a fiction that realistically depict characters modeled on
real persons who are contemporary with the author. “Models” sometimes get angry at being
described in a fiction against their will and protest against the author. In modern Japanese
literary history, no other novelist has been more embroiled in “model problems” than
Toson. To consider the string of troubles around Toson we should think about the following
questions: how did the realistic novel born in the middle of Meiji period picture people’s
private lives? What kind of trouble emerged then and how did people react against it? What
were the features of Toson’s realistic novels? Finally, how were the novels carried by cultural
infrastructures such as the formation of literary media and publishing?



