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Abstract
A Brief Study on the Wall Paintings of Prince Sudana-Jataka in Kizil Cave 81

Ikuko NAKAGAWARA
Assistant Professor

Dana Paramita, or an offering is the first of sadparamita, i.e. six kinds of transcendental virtue in
Mahayana Buddhism. Sudana Jataka is aimed at complete offering. The story which a prince named Sudana
offers everything at a person’s request has been familiar with Buddhist culture area, spread out from India
to Southeast Asia, Central Asia and China.

Kizil Cave 81 was found in 1982 and has the wall paintings which depict Sudana Jataka as pictorial
frieze with many scenes. Its importance has been realized by many scholars who are studying narrative
literature, Buddhist study and Art history, nevertheless by the reason that very few pictures have been
published and the actual situation of these paintings is obscure, this subject has not been studied in detail.

The purpose of this paper is to provide an overview on the Sudana-Jataka of Kizil Cave 81. Firstly we
make a detailed report of the existing situation of these wall paintings and create lineal drawings on the
basis of practical survey. And then we would compare wall paintings with several Buddhist literatures and
discuss about an iconographical interpretation. Furthermore we would consider the problem of narrative
arrangement and expressions of some motives.
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