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ABSTRACT

A Study on Mothers’ Cognition of Infants’ Emotion:
Development of the VTR Stimulus and Its Validity

Yoshihiro SHIMA, Tomoko OBARA, Kunie KOBAYASHI and Natsumi UESHIMA

To investigate maternal emotional cognition and mother-infant interaction, we developed a VIR
stimulus and examined its validity. In study 1, participants were 127 mothers who have infant(s) and/
or toddler(s). They were shown 20 video clips and asked to evaluate the emotional states of infants.
The video clips they were presented were consisted of 3-, 6-, 9-, or 12-months-old infants, and each clip
was 1b-seconds-long, Then we developed the VTR stimulus by selecting b clips from each group of in-
fants’ month according to the rated scores. In study 2, the validity of the VTR stimulus was tested. Par-
ticipants were 68 female adolescents and 28 mothers who have infant(s) and/or toddler(s). The rated
scores of every 20 clips were compared by the empathy and general representations-on-infants, and

few significant differences were obtained. The convergent and discriminant validity were discussed for
future study.

Key words: emotion cognition, the VTR stimulus, validity, mothers, infants





