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ABSTRACT

High-School Students’ Causal Explanations in a Lesson Focused on Reading
Comprehension and Discussion

Haruna TACHIBANA

The present study examined high-school students’ causal explanations in a lesson focused on read-
ing comprehension and discussion. The lesson was videotaped during a semester, in which ten tenth
graders participated. The analysis of the students’ causal explanations (speech or description on work-
sheet) showed the following. The students were divided into three patterns depending on the quanti-
tative changes of causal explanations through the semester: (a) the students who made more causal
explanations than the average each lesson, (b) the students who made more causal explanations than
the average in the medium semester, and (c) the students who made less causal explanations than the
average each lesson. In addition, it was suggested that the process of increasing causal explanations
involved following three phases: phase of explanation mainly based on textual quotation, phase of
explanation using utilizing existing knowledge, and phase of using both explanations adaptively. More-
over, the case analysis suggested that causal explanations played the role of making clear the base of
discussion to examine different views.

Key words: causal explanation, discussion, high-school lesson.





