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ABSTRACT

The “Nijiiro Project” of the Therapeutic Educational Support Project
for Mild Developmental Disorders
—Practice reports and further prospects of the “Nijiiro Room”
as a special support room—

Yuko TANAKA, Rie FUKUMOTO, Kaori OKADA,

Masayoshi OGURA, Chie HATAGAKI and Kenji NOMURA

The Therapeutic Educational Support Project for Mild Developmental Disorders at the Nagoya Uni-
versity Center for Developmental Clinical Psychology and Psychiatry is a research project that aims to
investigate approaches to early detection and support of children with mild developmental disorders.
In 2011, the project is in its fifth year. One part of this project is the “Nijiiro Project” in which a special
support room called the “Nijiiro Room” has been established in an elementary school in one city, with
the cooperation of that city’s board of education. In the Nijiiro Room, consultation and support activi-
ties related to development and learning are provided for elementary school children and their parents.
In addition, psychologists visit elementary schools in the city and observe subject children in actual
learning situations and provide consultations to teachers.

In the three years since the Nijiiro Room was opened in 2008, there have been 98 consultations on
children’s development and 52 general consultations. The majority of consultations have been about
boys in the early years of elementary school. Many of the developmental consultations were related to
learning problems, while many of the general consultations were about hyperactivity and behavioral
problems. Through clinical activities in local elementary schools, we aim to build a support model by
specialists in special needs education and develop teaching methods and educational materials for
children with mild developmental disorders. From our activities so far, value from psychologists enter-
ing educational settings has been seen in assessing the situations of children, including relationships,
and providing backup support for coordination among the people involved with these students.

Key words: mild developmental disorders, Learning Disorders, psychologists, developmental consulta-
tions, assessments
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