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FEAEL TS EE, JLOLWHETE,r TOIUTH
BTXBNETH-2I2E2nboF, H2HEDOLER
UL <, SEN D FSFAINMN L 572, L) REER
3R NWEAI N, 2, HERMEIZEWTE, Y1038
UL THRCE A h o 72562, DA TVEREIZE N
BEEINZZEICKDIFETEZ, LI RBEEH D725
I, ZDEIT, HBHXE (266 ICH2HEEOHEL
IR DG, Dar b ThhbhOMGIZ e Kk
X9, ZOZELFBRODZER, T2 MIENTITESD
(e.g., Loftus & Suppes, 1972)

Loftus & Suppes (1972) &,
WSO & G ERU B A RIFT 2 L BB L
T\, %72, Ebel & Frisbie (1991) &, ZHHERLK
FEEIZ W T, EBOBWTT & &0 BEizL, »o,

BRI 2 OZEEETH> 2 2T, HEEE
MoZeEFFNNE2EDL LN THE I AR L
72o ZO& DT, WORIZIOTERRMCOME L & H2H
HORFIZKIZTTHBIZI DV TOL D2 RE EhTnw b

OO, bAFIZHENTUIZIh S DHRIZRZT 6hi
W,

7 AP OMEREE Z BB, T OMWHIEKREL 221247
Foha (L. 4k, 2010), 1S, NEREE (N
KLY Thb, THET AT (M 2] &
W ZEIZBb-TL %, H2is, MENTETH S,
:huf&w;ﬁuﬁﬁm&nﬁ” 12> TL %,

A S O B O

BARINZIE, BB RZZRBOBNTT (SZRRE % &
T@éﬁ@ﬁ”@ifﬁ) A GodKmE, %

N H#ETH S, MEONENMEL, 7 OhHEK
DHEMF OGRS EE L 5 TL b, ZHUTH L

1)%ﬁ%k?k%ﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂ@i%ﬁ(%
IR (SRR - O RRERdR), OAAfR
LTI R

HEORENME L, EMIRORMGEECRERICINA, JEhE
NG SRS BE L 5 TL B, LA LERS,
DOBEIZBWTIL, 777 2 MIESEATH S LTS
WL, REEMPEEICET 2R D0,
L7=hi5 T, AR TIRMENEEORTE, B
HOFHEIEH LzBET 2170, 7 2 MERIZE 3 55
WAEMDZLE2HNE TS, BARMICIE, #&BESchos
HEOHEL DERD, ZREDORIFHIIZE D &S 55
BEIETH ERET S,

1T, XM ORI 247 5 . 51 HRFEAE & #E 4
38, HADTF —2DAERFLEOTIE, ThAHA
FEOMETHE00, The & EEIZRID S 5
HTHH00EHW§2ZENTERN, Zhb &M
T5720121%, FAUT A bEfuEcIEL, MEO/~R
RS AMBEUNFEZOND, LT, #f%1T
12, WREE L C#EEOF — 2 TR 5., §@E
BHAERUE7 D 7EICEL TEH D, 200040 PISA
TR TIIHAL RS TH O A2 5, 20064412157 4
VIV RERWTIE RS> TS, ThEikEis e,
TR E D FefR )13 H AR O ) & R DL L & el & h
HlSTHEEE L CidRlEichd s &1 6%, ZLT,
222 TIENFZE 1 CWGET & N7z 3% 23 52 M D BE T ETHAM
IZED XD BEEAE RITT AT BRETT 5,
A
HiE

EEEET AN HSEREEEEZHT 2 b
EliEHif T 2 b GlabaX 120, EHRA6M, A&t 18
RV, BERBREAERES T 2 M, HEEA
WD /NERE 6 A AR R O 2B RS AR AE D W B A BE & R RS
TR ILEHE R R 212006 -4 H 1252 L 72 KBUSE T 2+
ThHH FHERAKELY & —, 2007) ., A7 Z ME
WERBRSEE A HNERAEEFE v 4 —DFETRHES
BROBFIOBMFIZE > TER S h, PIRERHEIZ S
72 0 BB HIE 2 R O R OB O F MR G S h T
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Wiz, F7z, FEhiE CICPHEA S bR, R RO
ERRIOBIER R AT bz, @EZBW TR, Ny
NI VAL—Y g VIRIZKD, HALEBEOBEICRK
U 72 H D EEFEICEIIR L 728 O & W7z, K92 T,
M8 L YT OPWTHETT 5, M8 L9IF, FMhoD
FBIZOWT, BRGIAE 2805 TR 5 H TR
ThHb, kM8 L 9IZBb B ALD i & FRRD R K&
OMREFER % Table 1, 2, 3, 412779,

ERE BEEEICBOTE, 200694 A TAICEEBET
DR 38 M CILHE X, 3892 K B L 72 AN
T, A Rk - & T AN - 22 (2010) 2SRRI
FERG U 723 H A BT OAE R D W Taf 247 5 (Table
5)s

WENC BV TUE, 200844 FIZEARERIZ & 5 AN
WK THSE X, 23242328k L 72, S HERNIE,
RE T OB & AL IS B B IE] A & 6 50 43 C I X
Nz BIEE, OEOKEIREUREEREEE T3
HAD KR be (ML) &2E T L-as, EikEo
RLIRIZ 72 B NI HARGEICHRIER L 72, FEEE, AR

Table 1

Aot T 2 M SRR BISCH OHEROHE U X 23 RESIRHiM 1Z M T 9

DE—FEHPREFINNE > TERRAZ TV, B
123K S [P DWW TR BOEMIE 2 e U0 P 2 T
LT RFRALH EBHD D AdEEIT > 720

S RIFEOSHICE, I T 2 N B IC B O
% W H 53 A & F v 72 (Crocker & Algina, 1986 ; Ebel
& Frisbie, 1991 ; Hogan, 2007 ; 41 JF, 2007 ; Kubiszyn
& Borich, 2009 ; Musial, Nieminen, Thomas, & Burke,
2009 ; ¥PI1, 1985). BEKMITIZ, &M AR )
MK O RE (SR, @R L 72, mEM
RURER &3, ZME ORI % 5FE HHET b 2 5 RN
120> TR D 73 72818 2 R4 T 5. Zhic kb,
AR DNE % il U 722 OIS 2 58E$ 5 2 &
WHEE A5, FRFELE, EALISENWZESLL, 0
ISEVIZERELWZ AR L, AW TS SRR &
LT, ST, &I OMERRL A, 1
EMNIEETHIUT 1 (Table 3, 41235 1F B AR,
HWEEETHIERIBENFICH D X 0500 (FEHR2),
F7213025 50 (BRI, SRES L IIMREIETH
AF0R L LTRZMEDMHELRD, 2ZREDF

EfEHET A M EXOFE—EEEE=RE

HOT [RBEFFRHORE] EEbh7zn, 5% [BHEBEOR] k> T05, W8] i3, kbh%isa
T, KOEFRIT, KD/MEIT, KDEEE - BT IALX T, KO FICAhSGL T, KOBENT, Lu
&I BANBPFEOREDZ & ThHE, TOMBIZHEF P I T IELPUNR T 7 av—1l&>
TR SN, ALDEFIZAfEEZ 725 LTE R, ZOEFKTIE, AR E WS HIEEH O FOBa
DEENID—DON T2 /) av—ThH3Z BN TH 3, ZTOME, FOEEL L TOEE, EOMLEE L
TOHPRITHE, WOMLRL L TOEEFTRLWME, MOMLREE L TOa o -2k, AEOSKGE
NERGEACPER T2 2 &N TE R, ZhIZk->T, AL E WS B iE R 6 e Wil Lo ilhg

PRI L oo [ LSRR, [HEH]] LS RIMAE 2588 L T & =072,

T av =3, WP AMONY B EEEN &L 208, WHEZE AR, Jl4 DO A2 & DN s
SRRENIIHEA TE 22812k, HFRMHEOMANC X > TREPEA 72720 Th <, BB A 720
DT =B B, HWERNE LD, HAECTHREL D, N THELZH 720, WKTKEBA
720, VS K ETEM S HE LA AoMRELT, FARS> TW RN k- TVEDE,
I7 3y CERERE LS —EOFE BT AN EHIT QOIHIEEZFICIN U TRk EFHIT 2 EA T
KA Lhvgn, £ aE, XBERBIOZMICEBL L&, ABHIBRZLTEZKRSZ 2B TESD
72590,

W TE RS EI BT BED ] KD

Table 2 F%f8 & EXMEIDEA
] pas
8 |TAWDA s B REENDHLR] L3 ES50WS 2 TTh, BiENafld —>%1F

THHL & X0y,

9 |TABBEOAMERERENOEZ] L3ES WS Z&TTh, BRNEfz—
TR L 2 X0,
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Table 3 EXfEI8DAFZIREY

8 | (&M #IHic. FORFANIEY T 2UMES 2L AT 5,
MERARPHPEEHEDORY BHET S,
C FREDEEOD - QOBEMELSIHIETH O . 7 DR 5 @D &7z L 723 1 (@)
DL A FENTNWB E D,
C FROEZMFEOD - QW Fhhr#HD FF. 7 OB, 5 @D iz L 723t 2
DX EZFNTNBEED,
C FROFKMEOD - QOBHHMEIZ DO T TV 25, @DO5MFE L Thkn 3 P
FHHOLAEENTNB D,
- RIS o s 9
- A 0
€3
O T /uv—0RMAE (F, R DEgE. M. 2o —-4%) oun
FhMZEHEHL T3,
@ AEoOTF, 2. H. HonFhn»icgFH L Tw5,
® ABOEFmom iz (4, M), fERN, FIEPES) IS5 kL 0%, [HEER]
HZDFEFILML TN B L DIEA],
Table 4 EXREODAFZFEEY
9 | (&) #Hic, TRROSTHAICE N 2R S 2L AT 5,
HERARPHFEFORY ZHHT 5,
- TRROEUEDDO~@ %W LSO A ENTNDEE D, 1 (@)
C TFTROEZMEOD - QW Fhhr 28D FiF. 7O 5 @D M &7z L 723 2
DX ETFANTNBEED,
c FREDFRMEOD - @QOBIEMEIZ DWW T T 528, @DFMEi7Z L Than 3 P
FOL EEBNTNWB ED,
- _LRCDISN D fR%E 9
- ARG 0
(fF)
®© F. 2. H. WEDOABOHARETIOWTh2IZEHL TS,
@ ABEOEFEMHERTHGEIZ LT3 RN R T 27/ a Y — 20 FiFTCn3,
® OLBd L ABOSRPERE (. 2. HE) O TF-ZRICERL TS,
Table 5 518 & EERIODIEH HMFiER
. fig R oy R [EISEN LD
i a) b) ) "
1 2 3 9 0° (e RE) (T AHBERRED
g HA .138 117 239 363 .143 256 336
T E .103 .164 .147 530 .056 222 393
HA 505 173 .021 211 .090 597 .386
T E .634 129 .000 .181 .056 .698 .332

A - &k - G- T oAb - 4 (2010) A S BT A IS AR

a) Jj:/fé.:

P Z Do Al
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[ RE 121 XM O HEEDHE L X A EEJIEHINC M T 8
PR AR L 72, @&k, -1~1DEAEHD, STIXTETCWAWLWIHE LT, [#4]LbR7 [E]
A LISIVNEE, AdHENAE Hﬁ&%i%@ B4l LS, 1 RROM A NS OFE AT H RS 058

IEE§ 2 fEf H <, KOZREITZ ORMICIESET S
AN & #n TR TH 5 (R, 2007). %%
AR RIS L LT, FTHBSRE & W72, FTH
BB L E, 2 ORMOMREE L 22 b Yk &
BroZ=Aat i e OMBERE TS 5.
HWREER
At (2010) A 6 Bz 12/EK L 721 H 3 OfE R %
Table 51Z/8 9, ZMEOMIE L, HAKRGIO R IC B
53D DR A AT LRI IR A OSSR 11257
ﬁéh,%Hézoﬁttt%ﬁu%ﬁ%@%%ﬁﬂz

SICHMHEN D, 2 LT, Migkhle &S omE
&ﬁﬁbt@n,%@@@%%ﬁﬂgc%ﬁéh,ﬂ%
ZRDR LT WS, BOE ORIz S h
% (Table3,4).

RS LAY S L, HAL®EL B IHMST
WAL LIS M= g 3 s, g9 ¢
32 OZMEN SN, THHL, EEITIE
fREFERISIC A THE MM EIXIZE A E VR VR, &
M8 TIZHATHN24%, WEEITH 15% D2 H /3 H &
Niz. THhEOFHORALICEY, RIS TIXHEE
BAMEWVE R E 5 5 T %, Crocker & Algina (1986)
O HBEPIEUE T, EHH 85 E I3 FEE (0.4~0.6)
MY & ENT WD, ZOFAEIZHES LR 9 135 1E
ORELEHATH 5 EHZ6N50, RESIIEEE
DEE» SHHEETORBEMNEZ 5D, Ln - T,
AR ONE R U ZMEDOBEIEIZIESNT, EEsDHK
AERAS,

aem8ix [ ARSI 2 B thag D fkiE] o Bk %
by ARIETH Y, EE [ AR S DHN A Gk
BHOREZ | ORGKEIEZRT 2HETH 2, &I
LT, HATIEHN0%, W@ETIZHG6E3%DZHMEN
OFREBEGHRMRIIICERHL, QE/EMAIZT S
Hik 72 /a0y -0 L, @FKaETIOTER
IZERTETVWS, UL, #M8IZkWT, HATIE
14%, TEETIZRI10% OZHMESOABO TR LI
HHL, @727 /vy —%&HbH £, @FFOM EIC
GhELTVEEDOD, HRTIEN24%, W@ETITHN
15%DZMENOIZH K TETWAEL, O, &M9T
3 [HA] OFWRATHD, #HESTIE [E5R] O
RESWRZSZ L k%, A (2010) F, &[S

BT BEHBEEOBENDFERIZOWT, 1. M
DM NSCE D, 2. fRESENZ I 2 O #E W,
3. AXizk T Rt d X O, D3 EZET TV
%, Ihesisde, ZMITIOIZTRTE, &M

WO T 2 nREMEAHESR SN D, LT, [# 4]
IZEDET [HEE] & [0 ] ic&mL, AR
W7 B tkae odiaR | 26 [ ARIOS ) 7 B iREE T D 4k
20| &3 H*@yué APl ko (22 RO

Pl k51, WL TSR K OZ/mEOE
K%ﬁ%%ﬁQ&ﬂ%ﬁokobﬁbﬁﬁE o
XEDEND, FEEZME OIRIE IR E RITT I
DVWTIEKAEL T, L2 -7, ff%2TiE, fif
T CRE L 2R Ch O EFEDOHEL X DIERM, 2R
FHORENIFHIIZ E D XS 8% KT T2 &FZEEMIZ
WMET LTl
72
i

%ﬁﬁer WFZE 1 & RARIC THENS LS AR oy
ST 2 b | OFEGEGR T 2 b Gl 121, IR
ﬁsﬁ,nansﬁ)%mwto

ERRRME RIS T, [HER] & [ ] v

FRICEZBI LT, SHEOML X EHEL . BN
121, O [ABO 2 Gikae S D grak ] o Bkl %
albd % E BN, N [ AR O & & ikaE
DY | OB % Lk 3 5 BRI, 02>
EREL, ITheD&MEEEAZ, A B CD,EFG,
O & STREAD MM 1 & fERk L 7z, FRE 1231 5 5%
% Table 6 1Z/8F,

EHE 7 A ME2009F5 H~6 Hoh s, EHIE &
BRI D HE3H 70344 12 F2ils X 7z, Ald85 44, BIE88H
Cl383%, DIZ87#, ElZ854, Fid924, G954,
OlE88 42 L7, 132 7 Z AT Tld A<,
T VLIl A DEFEIZEID BT H N, AR
ﬁ%ﬂ%@&ﬁtﬂ%_¥?5ﬁﬁéﬁb1$Mﬁﬁ®
504 CHEM X N7z, 7 & M, FEhErh R O Hhiz
D IERTEIE > CHlE Sz, R, ARHOE —Hg
PEZFEARNHE - TERE ATV, BRI 2% S &
IZDWTEBEME ¥ L UGHR DI 2 F M L § 5 K%
HE1AERHEDD AFFEEIT - 72,

S W% & EAR, TEE 587 % w72 (Crocker &
Algina, 1986 ; Ebel & Frisbie, 1991 ; Hogan, 2007 5 {57,
2007 ; Kubiszyn & Borich, 2009 ; Musial et al., 2009 ; ¥711,
1985) . HAAWIZIE, BRRKRUEI &5 L, M
ZEIZZ OO AT 572, EOMEHZIBEL TE, #
FHHRRE Tid e < WEETIHERE # W22 ZDBE, KV 7 =
0 =7kE W TI5% EMHIX I (95%CD) #FHIL 7z, &K
WF2E T3, @A & LT DS L LT MBI R 5 %
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Table 6 FEREMFZ & DA

i -
A B C E F G 0 (FiA)
EdEE] 0 (¢} N N N 0 0
O: XY VFNDEMA N:8GEITL 5
Table 7 H£BEHAHEBAICHE T 2HERFROMAINDFSE (SD)
I -
A B C D E F G 0 o
TP 5.75 6.00 5.61 5.58 6.36 5.71 5.87 6.66 5.94
(SD) (2.15) (2.11) (2.31) (2.18) (2.16) (2.23) (2.05) (1.48) (2.11)
N 43 43 39 49 46 52 39 43 354
g 6.67 6.53 6.37 6.69 6.61 6.90 6.31 6.57 6.57
(SD) (1.80) (1.74) (1.89) (1.70) (1.62) (1.92) (1.74) (1.37) (1.72)
N 42 45 44 38 39 40 56 45 349
At 6.20 6.27 6.01 6.06 6.47 6.23 6.13 6.61 6.25
(SD) (2.03) (1.94) (2.12) (2.05) (1.93) (2.17) (1.87) (1.42) (1.95)
N 85 88 83 87 85 92 95 88 703

Wiz, DIREEE, Mo H &GS X 0 3HE (KR,
R, @SR IS0 SNBSS SR L RO
BOMETH D, STOHFTHIE, HEWT 2 PG TH
WHNBFEICEDE, KE27%, HHN46%, &
TR 27 % DA T > 72 (Brown, 1996 FIHER 2003 3
Crocker & Algina, 1986 ; Ebel & Frisbie, 1991 ; Hogan,
2007) . HUAMIZE, HEEEARMAERNL, 20
A K27 %, THE46%, FBF27% 29 B HER
AR, ZOfEAEFAE T E % ST T 72, F72,
FTAHBIR A S B 5%, W2 TV e h7zF 2 MZ
MBI DM & 4R L TNz 728, KR M- 12
WML TWB39D0M (1,3,4,5,6,7,9, 14, 15) O
A AL LT, LTAIBRE T EE F&
BOWHEZFIZ OVEE 2855, DIERIIEE IEER
E OB AN E WS HE A KD (R, 2007
A, 2010), X 512, WHIROBAORLEARE S S
T L 725 6 17 5 720 T OFEIFHEHNC I3 H I T
BN, BECRT AR AR T L, BT —
SAZEMHTTHE & W S Fl i % +52  (Council of Europe,
2004 ; AF, 2010).
BREEER

9, MEM TR TZMERINIEN BN & E TR
T 5728, BEMROMWENOBRE 2175, W&
PEBNZ B % ¥4l & Table 712734, HOBEHAEHS

RO (BEefw %, LT SD) 1%, HBEA36.94 (SD = 2.11),
LA 657 (SD = 1.72) Th - 7=, MR B, obk)
X [EJEM+ (A, B,C, D, E, FE G, 0) ®2X8D "H[K4y
WM& T2 24, WlOTEMEREETHD (F
(1, 687) = 19.20, p < .01), REMT-OFNRIIEFEETH
Motz (F(7,687) =099, ns.). 22k, MHOI-
EEIZ T, BEED B REOHFRENZ LIRS h
7zo HARIZBWTOE, MBS EOERE IS S &
DELBDHFRENZENRE L OKRBIEET 2 M2kD
RENTHD (EEEBORUIZEN (), 2002, 2004
2007, 2010 ; [EI 7 8CH BORIIZE T 806 SEfge . v & —,
2003), AWZEIC BT RBOERIR Sz, i,
A ETEM T ORI L Cid, SREM RIS
WENEP 572 &6, ThZhOMER -HZk
BRMBEREINEN D B L 3T A kvl S hiz,
WIS, REOMGETE1T5 . 0OSGTHTD [ ARDIHY
HERBENOIIE |, NIZSETH%O [ AB OS2 &tk
BEHOEA D [ Th %, 0133564, NIZ3ATH ML 72,
0 & N DO f# KU ) % Table 8 1Z/R 9, fH103%1C
BIL T, 0130.185 (SD =0.295), N1£0.147 (SD = 0.249)
THD, FD313-0.038F 4 ~ I (95%CI:-0.093~0.017)
TH o7z dMIZBLT, 01320315, N1%0339TH D,
Z D3130.0338K 4 > b (95%CI:-0.105~0.177) TH > 7=,
R8Iz I B BBEK OPER D1 1= % Figure 11287,
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FEEEFR 7 A M2 23S OHEEOHE L X AR IR RIZ 4 8
Table 8 EXMI8ICH (T3 O & N DIEEAHER
s BEED -5 R i EEZIpa]
i TR ki [y (HEZ ) (D 51E) (ETHBIRED
.038 (.157) 210 (.303) 292 (.331) 185 254 315
O (N =356)
N=92 N =180 N=84 (.295) [.149, .358] [.218, .406]
041 (.117) .154 (.251) .250 (.303) 147 .209 .326
N (V= 347)
N=103 N =149 N=95 (.249) [.114, .304] [.229, .417]
() NOKFIESD [ ] NOBFIZ95% (SHHIX [
0 N . WO L] TIEETE 55, &MsTIE [MHR] %
TH O LadhRBIEALRALANI EEELTVS, (W
o0 O L] i, AXEIEMICHMLES 2T, 7%
gw- 2 b OHOEHAEEMHICRO T ZETH Y, [HHR]
# w0 B L3, AXATRECHR L5 2T, ALEBRHILCLT
P s Heda L, AL OBIDD W5 21 L TEMIE DR
o= ;”(. , ~ . AlNBZ L THB (FIL, 2005), PISAIZHWT, H
s i e s i i i@iﬁfli f‘lﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁi@ & [/J li‘f% _,:) %) 0)0)’ HQE*FU
Figure 1 BEHROMINICH I B15mE

O&NIZHEWT, BAROMEINC k2 KELETIRGH
Bhoiz,

RE8iE, M9 LFUMEMETH D AR5, b
9k B EMNIEW I 572, ZD0, EHMBID
RIS L DI & ML DO LS EHAEL, ZRED
BB E R T2 2 Mal U, ZORHE, Hikfpl%
ALl B RN N T, BRSO HEEO#E L X 13 A3
RO N B RIF S BT EARE SNz,

PITFTIE, 9L BHEOENEE L &85 B
DNWTELRT 5, RS LT B HEIL, AXDONR
Hh o BEBIAZLRL T, B TEEREIES L Cidib
LTY, RKOSATWBE3DD%M%H72 L THORILIE
Hrlkb, TO3OOFMEE, HMSIZOAMDO TR
JRIZFAL, @72 7 ay—%E2W0 B, @4Eom L
IKERTHZLTHD, —H, REITOFRELLES
KEENIZEH L, @F 2 2 ay—45W0 L, @81k
HOFRIZERTEZETH -7z, ZEID [ABF S
DN & B ERREN O L | IZMET B8, KLONEH,
SMEA#5 258, HIBLEICNNABEREEIOEZL D
BAEER E T b, ZREIZZOFE RO T
BEIhE, 300Kt EE LTI RS, ZHIC
LU, msix, [AMOIEZ B RGeS D4R ] DOHF
BEALHIZNWL D2 B2 DD, filezDE EHhEL
R FTCREMHEDS bD2O Ui &F, 30T
TeDICIEEIBEONT MM L £ L0 5 T LRk
ha, 2%, EWITIE, PISATWH>EZA0D [
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ZEHF (F), 2002, 2004, 2007), AMFEOER S FME 7
O ¥ ZOBUE2 BIEPISA L JHM L 2R e k-7, Z
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O 2 DERDPZRE ORIEI S EE S 4 5 W RN E
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K7 TIE, REHOXE OBEOAFEEDOER L
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M8 &9k AHMEDR N, MIKT 3R
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20572, 1L REOMA WS O, 2. EHECk
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ABSTRACT

The effects of difficulty of item wording on a Japanese language reading test:
Open-ended questions requiring writing concrete examples

Kazuhiro YASUNAGA and Hidetoki ISHII

The purpose of this study was to examine if the difficulty of item wording on a Japanese language
reading test affects item difficulty and item discrimination. We altered the difficulty of item wording in
open-ended questions that required writing concrete examples. Junior high school students in South
Korea (N = 232) were administered a translated version of the Gunma Prefecture Achievement Test
(GPAT), for the purpose of comparison with the 2006 GPAT data gathered in Japan. Item analysis
was used in this study. We examined the specific effects of using the more difficult expression of “the
expanse of man’s external physical performance” (condition O) versus the simpler “the expanding of
man’s external physical performance” (condition N) had any effects on responses. Students in Japa-
nese junior high school (N = 703) were assigned to one of condition O or N. It became obvious that
difficulty and discrimination did not vary across the two conditions. It was suggested that it is not so
much the difficulty of item wording, but the existence or non-existence of concrete examples in origi-
nal text that affects item difficult.

Key words: Japanese language reading test, item analysis, item difficulty, item discrimination, the dif-

ficulty of item wording
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