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Abstract

Ritual Change and Social Conditions:
A Case Study of the Changing Process of Mitsuke-Tenjin-Hadaka-Matsuri in 1960-61

YABE, Shingo

In Iwata City, Shizuoka Pref., the ritual named Mitsuke-Tenjin-Hadaka-Matsuri is held every summer.
In 1961, this ritual changed the constitution and date of it owing to an incident which happened during
this ritual last year. In this article, using the changing process of this ritual which occurred between 1960
and 61 in Japanese high economic growth period as an example, I consider what was the feature of
this period, and how much the social conditions in those days affected the changing process of Mitsuke-
Tenjin-Hadaka-Matsuri.

Recently, there is an increase in the studies of social or cultural phenomenon in Japanese high economic
growth period. But there are little studies to explain the changing process which occurred in local ritual/
festival or annual event at this period. From this aspect, it is next to impossible to understand the full
extent of social or cultural conditions and feature in that era. Under this academic context, I think this
article dealing with the changing process in local ritual has great significance.
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