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New Phases of High School Reform in the 1990s in Japan

Susumu SASAKI®

Japanese education because large scale educational reforms are presently proceeding which were

In this article, T researched several important policies for reform in the field of high school

3

ificity on the requirements for high school admission for

students who complete & three vears course of higher course of special training school. This
measure means that higher coursss of special training school and high school course should be

Japanese school system.

4 . In recent years the variety of course offerings in high school has increased resulting in a
difficult evaluation and purpose of high school education.

5. A comprehensive course system significantly different from the special and general course
systems has been established. Under this new system, students have the preference to choose a
number of variable courses.

Because of the recent implementation of the comprehensive course, it is difficult to make an
accurate valuation. However, there are merits and demerits associated with these comprehensive
courses.

6. Regualatios for high school courses of study have undergone a remarkable diversification over
the past few years.

A. The number of schools that have been decreasing credit requirements for graduation has
expanded.

B. In the special course system of high school, the previously unique character has decreased
because the number of required credits allocated to special subjects has decreased.

C. High schools have established new subjects which are not in the prescribed course of study.
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7. Recently the Miistry of Education has begun to think much more of pupil initiatives,
interests, and attitudes than rote learning achievements.

This is the calldd “New Idea of Learnin” and it has greatly influenced high school education.

8. The procedures for selecting high school entrants also has been diversified which has led to

anxiety in pupils and teachers of lower secondary schools who do not understand what is

necessary for high school admission.

* Professor, School of Education, Nagoya University.
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