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The Life of Dr. W. Watanabe and thé Nippon Kogyo Kai

by Susumu SASAKI

This paper deals with the life of Dr. W. Watanabe (1857~1919) and the history of the Nippon Kogyo Kai
(Mining and Metallurgical Institute of Japan) during early 35years. Nowadays the name of Dr. Wataru Watanabe is
widely known by virtue of the Watanabe Prize for metallurgy and mining engineering awarded from the Nippon
Kogyo Kai. From 1873 to 1877 Watanabe studied chemistry at Tokyo Kaisei Gakko (the predecessor of University
of Tokyo), then studied mining engineering at the University of Tokyo which was the first university of modern
Japan. In 1879 he graduated from the department of science of the university, and was ‘immediately placed in an
assistant teacher of the university. From 1882 to 1885 he had been abroad to study metallurgy and mining
engineering at Bergakademie Freiburg. When Imperial University was established in 1886, he was appointed
professor of it. From 1887 to 1896, he served concurrently as the manager of Sado gold mine, the most important
one in our country from 16th certury. He introduced many kinds of modern equipments and technics and founded

.. 1 P . . s
Sado mining school for training miners and technicians,

which resulted in great contribution to development of

the mine. In 1898 Dr. Watanabe was elected vicepresident of the Nippon Kogyo Kai, which was the first
institution, established in 1885, in the faculty of technology in modern Japan, and in 1907 became president of it.
He had the post up to his death in 1919, and endeavored to develop mining industry in our ecountry and advanced
science and technology of mining and metallurgy promotmg to hold a number of special and public lecture

meetings.

Throughout of his life, he had been ardently coneerned in.education for young gencr'mons not only as
professor of the University but also trustee or advisor of other schools.
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