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ABSTRACT

Attitude toward organ donation and willingness to donate.

Chikako TANGE

The purpose of this paper was to examine (1) the construction of attitude toward organ donation,
and (2) the factors which related to the willingness to donate. Based on preliminary open-ended
format investigations, a scale of attitude toward organ donation was constructed. This scale was
administered to 243 adolescents. Factor analysis with varimax rotation indicated 9 subscales;
“consent for posthumous organ donation”, “prosocial motivation”, “negative dimension of blood
donation”, “negative dimension of bone marrow donation”, “desire to donate organs only for
significant others”, “concern about sentiment of significant others”, “fear for donation”,
“possibility of being recipient”, “belief of living as a part of others” .

A multiple regression analysis revealed the predictors of willingness to donate; “consent for
posthumous organ donation”, “negative dimension of blood donation”, “fear for donation”,
“prosocial motivation”, “negative dimension of bone marrow donation”, and sex were effective
factors, and other subscales, knowledge regarding organ donation, existence of donor,“recipient in

significant others was not effective. Suggestions for promoting organ donation was offered.

Key words : attitude toward organ donation, willingness to donate, adolescence.
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