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Foreword 

Foreword 

 

This eighth volume of “International Cooperation in Agriculture” is published as the proceedings 
of The Seventh ICCAE Open Forum held by International Cooperation Center for Agricultural 
Education (ICCAE), Nagoya University.  ICCAE held the open forum at NOYORI Memorial 
Conference Hall, Nagoya University on October 20, 2006, with the theme, “Recent Progress in Rice 
Promotion in Africa and Role of Japan �NERICA as an example of research and dissemination�”. 

Cooperation of Japan for the promotion of rice production in Africa has been increasingly 
strengthened especially since the initiative of the Coalition for African Rice Development (CARD) 
that was jointly announced by Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African 
Development (TICAD IV) in Yokohama, Japan, in May 2008. 

For that purpose, in addition to the dissemination of technologies and human resource development 
that are specialty of JICA, research on rice, and capacity development of researchers, especially 
African researchers are quite important giving them chance to join the researches. 

Even though the reports herein were given in the Seventh ICCAE Open Forum three years ago, and 
the circumstances of rice production in Africa have been changed since then, we are confident that the 
reports will offer valuable pieces of information that are beneficial to all those who are concerned. 

It is our great pleasure if this volume of “International Cooperation in Agriculture” would be useful 
reference not only for those who are interested in rice promotion in Africa, but also for those who are 
actively involved in the international cooperation activities as well as for researchers and students 
working on rice production in Asia and Africa with various fields of expertise.   

Finally, we have to express our sincere apology for the delay of this publication, to the speakers 
who had given their precious presentations in the open forum three years ago. 
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Director 
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