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Abstract

Nijono-kisaki of Isemonogatari

Haruhiko Oida

Chapters of Nijono-kisaki (the Consort of the Second Ward) depict tragic love of Ariwara-no-
Narihira and Fujiwara-no- Takaiko. Nowadays, it is thought that the love story was a fiction. Probably
some stories of Isemonogatari (the tales of Ise) were made and presented in her salon.

Her avant-garde cultural activities let the opposition with Yoshifusa and Mototsune (her uncle and
brother) intensify. As much as the chapters were extended, the contents of those became various. In
some chapters, her name is specified, and, in others, it is suggested. In some chapters, Narihira gives
earnest love to Takaiko, and, in others, he is in love with her maid.

The sixty-fifth chapter is the longest in Isemonogatari. In this chapter, the psychology of woman
is described in detail. Her real life was still more miserable than it in the fiction.





