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ABSTRACT

An Overview of the Research on Social Development in Low Birth Weight Infants

Saori YAMASHITA and Masako NAGATA

The purpose of this research was to provide a review of the literature on joint attention in low birth
weight infants (LBWI) during the first 4 years of life. First, research examining the difference in ability
of attention between LBWI and full-term infants indicated that LBWI was less optimal attention devel-
opment and these difference increased when infants grow up. Second, research investigating the differ-
ence in joint attention between LBWI and full-term revealed that there were significant differences in
the area of initiating and responding joint attention between them during toddlers. The importance of
long-term studies with the developmental change of social communication on LVBI was emphasized.

Key words: low birth weight infants, full-term infants, joint attention, attention ability, social develop-

ment
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