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Research on Vocational Education and Training in Japan

This article written in Japanese is the same paper as | wrote in English for my presen-
tation at the international conference concerning research on vocational education and
training (=VET) that was held on 23. September, 2000 in Gottingen University. The
contributions will be soon published, therefore I try to show here only topics and conclu-
sions as a shorter abstract.

1. Development of notions and researches concerning vocational education and train-
ing in Japan
1.1 The notion “Jitsugyo Kyoiku” and “Shokko Yousei”: Some elementary re-
searches before the Second World War.
1.2 Vocational education and vocational training and research on it after the
Second World War
2 Self definition of the research objects and methods on VET in Japan
2.1 Research objects for VET: Difference from general pedagogy
2.2 Pedagogy for VET: Relationship between other disciplines and general peda-
gogy
3 Research organizations for VET
1 National organizations and institutes
2 Organizations in prefectures
3 Universities and other higher education
.4 Academic societies
5 Research associations
6 Research organizations for economic federation and trade Union
4 Topics and methods of each researchers
4.1 Intensive researches on VET
4.2 Extensive researches relating to VET
9 Some Discussions from a viewpoint of comparison between Germany and Japan:
Conclusions

From my analyses, we can point out that Japanese research situation is positioned as
a developing stage. But Japanese researchers also face to some new situations that are
commonly in the developed world. They are very a earnest tendency to post-secondary
education and post- industrialization of VET.

So as to solve Japanese research problems, following comparative perspectives are ef-
fective and meaningful.

(1) Objects of research. Though they seem to be so rigid in Germany, it is so vague but
flexible in Japan. Especially, it is applicable for research on school vocational educa-
tion.

(2) It depends on the reason why it is lack of tight grand for teacher training system,
therefore there are relatively few population and a small academic society for research.
Also researcher tend to study as applied trials from general pedagogy, educational
sociology or labour problem research. But it may be a merit for Japanese research



system. If we enlarge academic specialists by making research grand more strongly, we
must tie up with such neighboring researchers, as worked in the fields of sociology, eco-
nomic, historical science, comparative education, science in higher education and psy-
chology and so on.

(3) When we see into German research situation from many books and papers written
in “Zeitschrift fir Berufs- und Wirtschaftspadagogik” etc., we can’t help feeling that
Japanese methods and topics have not yet varied. It needs a evolution in the method and
a newer methodological discussion.
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