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Practical Learning in Enterprises and Vocational Education
for Students of Upper Secondary Schools
: In the Relationship to Changing Factors of Upper Secondary School
after the Second World War

In this paper, I try to clarify the historical characteristic of the practical
learning in enterprises, so called Japanese "internship”, which was introduced into
the revised course of study for Upper Secondary Schools in 1999, through
empirical and qualitative analyses of its developmental process. I make ready five
conceptual apparatuses for my analyses and interpretations concerning each
change at each stage. They are as the following. 1) educational goal and contents
of some or total course, 2) demographic aspect, especially in the number of
students at the vocational courses, 3) situations of student recruitment and
employment, 4) facilities and equipment for practical leaning within schools, 5)
developmental situation of students as total, at upper secondary level. I can point
out the following three conclusions through my investigations.

First, following strictly descriptions on eight courses of study after 1947, it is
possible to divide into four developmental stages for practical learning. 1) At the
first stage, from the first course of study in 1947 to the second revised one in
1956 (operative till 1962), it was positioned as a part of vocational courses. 2) The
second stage which restricted practical learning in enterprise in some pedagogical
points, but recommended it as a meaningful learning method for part time
vocational students, ran from revised curriculum 1960 (operative from 1963) to
1970 (till 1982). The third period had succeeded till the newest revised course of
study made in 1999, since 1978. It had tried to introduce the work experience
learning (called as “Kinro Taiken Gakushu” in Japanese) into all senior high
schools. The final stage is the present one after revised program in 1999 that
involves a little more positive work experience, and as starts from next year as
“Internship learning" in Anglo-American sense.

On the other hand, the development of practical learning in enterprises at

course of study doesn't always coincide with the process of changes at the



substantial level. 1) The first stage coincided with each other, but the second
stage had a origin in the revised Law of School Education in 1961 and is named
as a "Japanese Dual System" by me. 2) The second stage, "Japanese Dual
System”, was applied only to part time vocational students, moreover there were
few results concerning the practical learning outside schools till revised course of
study 1978 was made. 3) Therefore we can dare to add the third stage as a vacant
one. 4) The fourth stage had succeeded since 1978 till 1999 (2003) and had been
taking two styles for practical learning in enterprise, one was the work experience
for all high school students, especially in general courses, the other was praxis in
industry for vocational courses. 5) Of course, today after revised course of study
1999, we are confronted with realization of "internship” for career education.
Now I try to point out more meaningful factors that influenced developments
and changes of practical learning outside school. 1) Regarding the transition from
the first to the second stage, two aspects functioned critically. One was the roll of
the well- known financial act, "Sangyo Kyoiku Sinko-Ho" which aimed to improve
and full the equipment and facilities in vocational schools since 1951. Japanese
High Schools could not help using facilities in enterprises outside schools as
practical site for a long time. 2) I can pick up the other factor that had so
meaningful function in the establishment process of Japanese vocational education
system. [t meant the "internalization of vocational education into vocational
schools”, saying in other word, they tried to expand vocational subjects and
reinforce the specialty level of each student only within schools. I can also
interpret that the decline of cooperative vocational education between part time
vocational schools and formal training within enterprises depended on 3) the
hustle phenomenon to full time and General High Schools, and 4) transition from
high school graduates to university graduates in recruitment of Japanese
industries. Beyond the fifth (vacant) period, today after 1999, 5) political shift
from high schools to universities in employment, and 6) imperfect development of
vocational preparation and identity by students are increasingly pressed out

necessities of "internship" learning to the front of problems.
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