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In China, the workers engaged in informal employment are increasing and the problems involv-

ing informal employment workers are becoming serious these years. However, there is still no set-

tled framework on the definition of informal employment in China, which makes the situation con-

fusion. The present research tried to make it clear that who are engaged in informal employment

in China after reviewing different definitions of informal employment in the previous studies. The

results are that we consider those people as engaged in informal employment: people who are not

permanent workers in state-owned or collective-owned enterprises; people who are self-employed;

people who work in private companies; people who are unclassifiable by the statistical yearbook

(such as agricultural workers, laid-off workers).
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