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ABSTRACT

Group structure, group composition, and interaction in small group discussion.

Takuhiko DEGUCHI

The purpose of the present research was to investigate interaction in group discussion, outcome,
group structure, and group composition. A questionnaire for children was given to about 304
children (from fifth to sixth grade), and for teachers was given to 10 teachers. Furthermore, the
children participated two times in discussion. The group structure and composition were asked by
guess-who-test for the children. While, the frequency of interaction and the outcome were measured
by two questionnaires and the observation of the discussion. The correlation analyses were
performed, and the results showed the following: 1. The children spoke frequently in the group that
the personal relationship was good. 2. The children spoke frequently in the group that the children’s
leadership or academic ability was high. 3. The outcome of the group discussions was accurate and
creative in the group that the children’s leadership was high.



