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ABSTRACT

The effects of inducing instruction for small group learning.

Takuhiko DEGUCHIL Kouji MISHIMA, Toshikazu YOSHIDA

The present study investigated the effects of instruction for small group learning on children’s
interaction and cognition of the outcomes. Twenty-nine children in grade 5 and their teacher were
participated in the study. The questionnaire for the teacher included ratings of children’s academic
ability in social studies, while the questionnaire for the children covered thg cognition of the
outcomes. Furthermore, children’s interaction were observed during social studies class. After
pre-measurements of cognition and interaction, instruction of small group learning was put into
practice by the teacher, and post-measurement was carried out. In order to determine if thére were
any effects of the instruction, mixed-design ANOVA (pre or post - lesson X academic abiliﬁy) was
conducted. The results showed that only high ability children obtained the effects of the instfuction,
while on the other hand, the low ability children hardly gained any effects.

Key words: small group learning, instruction, elementary school children
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