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material had come out much earlier. The author has published English papers on 
the Middle Stanzas but they did not all appear in readily obtainable journals. In 
addition, these papers do not necessarily lead non-Japanese readers to an 
understanding of his framework in consistently interpreting Nagarjuna's text, 
and consequently Tachikawa's approach to Nagarjuna's thought has unfortunately 
not been widely introduced outside Japan. The present book makes up for this 
drawback. It is not an exaggeration to say that the reading of the present book 
will lead to many further studies on the Middle Stanzas. 
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