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This paper complements Matsunami’s 2012 conclusion regarding the concept of public interest in

the debates on the Electric Telegraphs Bill of 1868 in Britain.

When the British government purchased and managed the British telegraphic companies, the

British parliament agreed to nationalize the electric telegraph. The framework of the agreement

was as follows; first, the nationalization of the electric telegraph was not for the benefits of the

state but rather for the benefit of the public. Second, the duty of the state was to ensure public

interests. The public was involved in the spread of the electric telegraph because the electric tele-

graph cables covered every village corner in the country. Public interest refers to the interests of

the public and the country, and not of the state and of the government.

The government worked to ensure the public interests of the electric telegraph through the post

office system.
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tion. ...")
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With regard to the purchase of the
existing telegraphic system, he heard
with pleasure the Chancellor of the
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gotten the owners were unwilling
sellers, and it would be but fair that
it should be taken under the ordi-
nary conditions of compulsory pur-

chase, and he would only support the
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measure upon the understanding

that the private companies were to
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spirit. ...”

FREHNERATE, V< Y OBRBEED
HNOEMIZOWT, R —FETHhODOE
i TR IR OR A Z1T » 72 KBk R
I L TCOERETE, UTOXHBPOID
Wdh -7,

HRESTOERINE (BRE ) —
~ v (A% , A M. H. 74 X
7 — (REEME)) - “Q3026: T sup-
pose you consider the term to be
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penny postage would be the greatest
boon and blessing conferred on the
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people in recent times. ...
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P LV R LT TS hTO T,
ZNSE—HT, HOREER P18 K
SHALHIEHD MEFEFITZ LD ND D
O, BEOHIWNERERRT 2hDLH1
Z a7 Y AEHFRETIO S, X, HBEDEHE
EEOHHRAERRT 20D X575 THA%E

LW IHEES, [EHAKDOF] mELWSIH
KOMEEEFIT LTI TIZELL T,
public® 21 & D Z R FEENEEE AL E
DL BHEMERYIETED, Thick
TREEAID [0 Ao L -
7o
(3) EBEICROoNTATHELE
a) AEEARDER
TEHEBIH LU TRD SNAEER ED
LOBNEER > T Db, O,
WCARHENH B L0 EiRERTA S, il
BRI BB Lichs, RKE Y ME, &
2HBICBVTHEREOBEFA ORI,
FREOFIITE LTI TR L, AROH
2D T2 DIZBFE AL & 0 S RS A RN 7

GAE

=
FeL

1%

(20134)
WITBNENHDEFEL, UTDXHITH
ELTWA,

=
AR,

HC Deb 9 June

if the measure had

« KRR (5 2
1868) : “...Now,
been one which did not affect private
interests and the convenience and ac-
of the the

Government might have been dis-

commodation public,

posed to yield to that suggestion.
But he submitted that it was highly
desirable that an early decision
should be come to on the matter, not
only with reference to the interests
of the telegraph companies, but also

with reference to the interests of the

general public. ...”

Fhedy vz rid, HHIEREABERERR
L FREERICB 0T, BREMENEREME
BT & A8 o T M I BUR A3 A% O FIAE PE
DIcDIZEBEMEIEI T 5 2 ST L TR
ERTBET, UTD X ICdbRTW 5,

cdy vy (AW, FHIRES T
Rk, HC Deb 21 July 1868) : “...The
telegraph companies would not carry
their wires into districts where the
charges must be heavier than the re-
ceipts  would meet, while the
Government must, and he was sure

would, consult the public convenience

by bringing the telegraph into dis-
tricts which the companies would not
looking at the

have undertaken,

matter in a commercial point of
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. ”
view... ,

RSB BEICSH LT, BEMNSFY
ZENE B R L, LYK RS TR
T&E 52 &N, 2RoRErEDm L& s &
WoREMN R oG, 2%, BELVSME
fEhHEEE, IRSERTA I EICL->T—ED
Az OBEICFEEZEZ, €50 EKRTA
WHEAERED 2 LRI TOW I EFTZ %,

b) EICKB3HENDNAZRD B M,

v

) BRICEDHENDNAZRD BI5H
BRI OHEE L, BEOARELEFBL
TEHIHIT, BEFENOHRIZLEZNMALE
DB, Ihid, EEBIEO RS KR
bHEETHSH LI FERT, TOHRLELT
BERBAEEDD, HRMICERE LS E
WO HIRTH - 1o, BIZERFRERDO /U
A T2, FELHEINCBNT, T3 —
¥ g URIEDILR B EKEE DT Z IR L,
FHRBEFBRERBEENEBL LI LEEV K
HpmEUFO X icii~T, HEIZXSE
18 D R % 3 L,

Eid)

7 UA TR (RSP, 254, HC

Deb 9 June 1868) : “...Increased fa-

cilities for communication meant the

development of national resources,

and by a large and comprehensive

development of the telegraphic system

an enormous boon would be offered

to the trading and commercial en-

ergy of the country. Wherever the

telegraphic and railway systems ex-

ist, traders are enabled to regulate

their supply and their daily wants,
and commercial industries were en-
abled to turn over their capital with
great rapidity, and thus, as the re-
sources of individuals were increased,

so was the capital of the country....”

i) ERICKBNAZROE IS
BRI OFHER R, HEBF ORIz
S, BHHEIWHHIEEEIREE0LSH
mn o, BiRE#HHT 5, FIZE) —< >~
F, H2EFITB I B KN AKR DL FH
iz LT, BEAEEIAESY 27 2HAL
HEMERBESETESOTHY, BMNZE
DHESIT S » TRZEDES ) D R % 5] 112
BRLTEO0Dh, Bficehzid <&
b s0MhE, UTOX I 5,
U —=r (HHE, %2 HC
Deb 9 June 1868) : “...But he begged

the House not to slur over, as they

ErcaN
WL ISy

were asked to do, this great ques-
tion, whether it was the duty of the
Government to conduct business which
had hitherto in this country been
left

Telegraph companies were commenced

solely to private enterprize.

nearly twenty-five years ago by pri-

vate persons, out of their own

resources and at their own risk;
they had gone on extending accom-
modation to the public, and for many
years they had never received a far-
thing of aid or any encouragement

”

from the Government of the day. ...
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(4) BEZEHILINZEOEELNE
MIHTHREHFECEHEONAZXED 5 il
DI ED S BFEREFIR LIS, BEER
HRISAERNICEZNAZRD L L LT,
AETREZPEELTbLWELILEiE
B L7 Bla%, RS -AsSroWlshicd
%,

D E, BREE

Emom it s TEK] &idthe
State, the United State, Td b, BUffthe
Government & %859 %5, the State (% the
country ® & & TIX7 e A% & i country
EEROFIEDOZ ETH Y, EEMITIE the
Government DFZEEFH L TR LD TH 5,
Z fuiknational interests &9 FEMHEL &
9, the interests of the country KU*Zh
CHI T 2EE0HIH LT3 2 Eh s b A
T&E 5,

i) ADFEL FEEKBCATH
RICEFBIZED - T, A0F3E (public
interests) &2 Bl&D BRI NEERT
AL 4V FEHRED ) — 20— MIH
R BNT, RTONOMA x TEREMN
BAINDZEITE-T, AxDREEN S
DTHBE, UTOXSITb~NB, Sz
g, KA KAER T & BT i ] o &
DURES G T L, A 4 O
B & Hilg~ 1S T & 2 IRENADFIETH
BENHIBHETA B,

e J—Za— b (14 v NEBKE, &2
4>, HC Deb 9 June 1868) : “...Now
he (Sir Stafford Northcote) main-

tained that those were just the

people to whom it would probably be
a benefit if they could introduce the

telegraph to every village corner of

the country. ...”

FRTRFERO LA T2, BEIZE
WHEORIMFHTEEAEREL TS
RTH Y, ThcBEFEELEAL UK
SEBBICFFS 2 &2k > TR LA
DRATE X IcTNE a2 EHir s,
UTDLHicFE L,

s T LA TR (RS, 2%, HC
Deb 9 June 1868) : “...As mutters

now stood, communication by tele-

graph in this country was a luxury

which was confined to those who
were able to pay for it, and it was

because he desired to see the benefits

which such persons enjoyed in that

respect extended as widely as possi-

ble that he was

so strongly in

favour of the present measure. ...”

I SICEGBHMEFED b= 2« T T IEF
FEET, KEKE» S, BEMSHGIZ
IRKLZELT, 20D AL ITXZEIE
R AKIEIZILRT 50 EQBERIZHL, K
MRZILRIZ LN TH A H D, WOMNFAT
EBHEN) T EDPKEDOFIEBDIEEFEF L
725

TR STOEBINE (BHME %
E, #EA b= 75y (BEEmE)
“Q1579: Do you think persons in re-

mote  districts would use the
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telegraphic wires to any great ex-

tent? - A: No, not to a very great

extent; but it would be a great bene-

fits to them if they could.”

U bLoREs, GEE5%nrs, 4 F) ZENOD
— WD A& WFIH U BRI TE 3 ¥ %
TLTHDHI LM, BED [AOFIE] TH
595, P EBVESDENTHE
EDGI B

i) EROEEEZ
HEBEGILERDOFEROBIETIE, AKD
ISR D 72T, A F V) 2 TRIERILMBZE
OHMBS FTRIEL TEXBEBEFHEIC
XU, BEEPXIMEETMENLST 5 2 ERRD S
Nic, D DIEEORILBRET, EEXOEE
WX BB EAL LI EEZOSNBEDTH
5, Afiicid, ToriiEHL, THE] ©
EREONEM NN B EDTH > 12D EKR
Ak %o

’

Iz
\-,

D AFZEEIRTS [BROHERE] O
BAEFECEZAMEMIIEET 5 L09
HATOWT, HHBS QRN & ROk I3
FEBHL TS, L] BRDHoNTL
ORHFAEW S LG LENS b, BKIRL
NS DFEHLD 725512 [FH O —F e ph | % B
ELTHRRTAH MBI, THEROFEE | O
Band b, TS 2ZZTBY 5 ROHR
V- VDORETH b, WITEEREIZOO
T, TOAFYZREWSEHD FTHRAEED A
T > TEHEEERNIEM T 5 2 &I
FLUT, ZNERERXOFZHBTHLONE D M

&, BEMEE9 5,

Jeps

%2 %%, HC
“...But the begged

-y (HH%E,
Deb 9 June 1868 :
the House not to slur over, as they
were asked to do, this great ques-
tion, whether it was the duty of the
Government to conduct business
which had hitherto in this country

been left solely to private enterprize.

“the duty of the Government” &9 &l
S ORE RN, “duty of .7 HE

WO RBLRIER T 5, BRIRIE T4 OHER
NEROEMETH S| LSBT £21TS
JEitk-T, EEEAMEZESLLIZED
ZEZohb,
Q@ E2KICEHIME: BENEZEBECT
WEITNEE
iz, Doi) & & 20, 2RO
BIRERFOY L% EEKOMETH 5 &5k
L, BEEWS BfFD, MHE>—EDEHR%
EF T B LEBBO Y 27 LAEFILTHE
BOXKREKEZ EITk-T, EEBBOE
BRI A2 R HKBLIT 5 &0 ) a3
Rl Chid, 2EBEOMEELYEET 5
feoizid, RS & Bz S Tunailigic
ERBAALTELOEND THNG SN
LEBZohb, LTI, H2HKCBIS
HHRDO MR« A TORSTH 5, HiZ
H SRR 72 LR B IRDNE TH O, [kt
ROV —< Tt LT, IMEBRICEE R A @
LT AFVRLLICEDINETELDBR
WCREMES YN B EAMS Ll TH
5o
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c bR AT (Bl 25,
HC Deb 9 June 1868) : “...He hoped
that when the Bill became law, as in
this or the next Session he felt confi-
dent would be the case, the tele-
graphic system would continue to

grow, and still more rapidly than be-

fore; that the Government would ex-

tent the system to every Post Office

throughout the country; and, with

regard to rates, that a 2 d. postage
stamp would in time cover a tele-
graphic messages from any Post
Office in the United Kingdom. ...”
FREH7 Ty FA MU, BREETHO
WS, RO GITNT BRI LT
BEZZ2HERPLETHEELAENS S, &
EOBFITH U TR, HSMREKR Y]
SRR EBUC B 5 U 7c & & 78 & S iR
POt 2 KRR, IR L TRES O
ANHBHEBER LTSI E, BRSNS
MO RIEEELTNE I &M E%E, LU
Tk izd~xTI 5,

77y FRA MY (HHME, 8252

HC Deb 9 June 1868) : “...An argu-
ment to which he attached consider-
able weight was that the business
now carried on by a multitude of es-
tablishments competing at different
points might be carried on by a sin-
gle establishment more deficiently
and at less cost. These were strong
arguments for entertaining the ques-

tion. And he was not free from

official responsibility in the matter.
He

had very willingly and zeal

2 promoted all the official in-

ously
quiries that could tend to bring the
matter into a state that would make
it ripe for legislation. He felt great
confidence -- founded on experience --

in the efficiency of the Post Office

authorities generally, and more espe-
cially of that distinguished public
who had,

perhaps, had more to do than any

servant, Mr. Scudamore,
other person with the recent develop-
ment of the Post Office for secon-
dary purposes. He did not doubt at
all  that the Mr.
Scudamore's Report would be realized
and fulfilled. ...”

promises In

Ubkoksiz, BfEREOSBFEO Y 2T
LEMRWT, EAKOGEHERE O UHEET
NE &) R, RS RO R R &,
COFERITIEEEIN TS EZEZL 6N 5,

g
EZ

@ BIEDTHER
RELTIHBENEOTHE WS B,
MhoMEEFKICE RS T3, HIZE
J—< VIEH2HERITBLT, BEEENLS
HISH LT, TR PUHEEN#EL o
NERSBNERRTN S,

sV —=r (HHERE, %2 HC
Deb 9 June 1868) : “... As to secrecy,

greater precautions would have to

EvcaN
WL Zs

be taken than were embodies in the
Bill. ...7
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BEBEBARL =5 —NELEEZETS
LW BEHEDID, BTHE-FELNET
b, ZOHE=FHDSIHRNIFH L ZOD D,
FBRDEE Y AT LEERT A LTk -
T, BURICHBENENBEINTLEDRL
DInEWD mH, FIR « BOdIRILICfEtR =
i, KMEEFROBETIE, 42T
R 2T AN, BURo KRB 3E X
DHEDIEFS MR LEWEDREBE R o0
5, BIZRXHE2RBZEZITENT, HESEm
BTHEMERLZHFOE 2 — « FILF — 2D,
BUEI 7 HIY D 72D ICBFIC & - THEEZTL
S0 &0 S A DIRFE R B P63
LEIHEABZ ARETHEE, UTDLSD
2B RTW B,

cbka—FUF—2 (HHE, %25
&2, Debate, HC Deb 18 June 186
8) : “...He thought the best course
would be to read the Bill a second
time, on the understanding that it
should be Select

Committee, to be constituted in the

referred to a

way in which Hybrid Committees
usually were; but special Instructions
should be given that they should
make inquiries with reference to the
questions put with so much force the
other by the

Member for South Lancashire

night right hon.

namely, the question of monopoly;
that of the power of the Government
to make less charges to the Press
and other bodies than were to be
paid by the public generally; provi-

sions for secresy"” and for assuring

the public as to the telegraph not be-
ing abused by Government for politi-
cal purposes; the dealing with sub-

marine cables and so forth. ...”

RICEZO®ENCE LT, welfare % so-
cial justice&E W > 72O DF—T — K &
A& WEEHBE LTV EAHEHLTE
(o MM TRIN S DFEMSERTBIERIE
%€ 9, public, interests, benefit, conve-
nience, duty, country, efficiency, secrecy
FOMFEEMM L TEEMNEKRS L T,
FoTh 61T, 18RE THAE] 0D
BERAGOLTHEAINTY Aliberal®, HOH
BERMMIZEZD 5 L0 -7, @HEOHBE

FUME IR IEFEOHMlIGEETNATO
DTH 5,
BhUIC

AR F A E ARG B « ST 512
Hlcb, £F) ZBEZITBOTEGBEAIC
B EEMEREN T -7, ZOEED
PR PO b TH -7, H11T, B
FEAILIZER the State DFIZED 7o Tl
754, ZAthe publicOFEZEDIzHITEEND
bOTHBHI &, B21T, i BOFIE%EE
R 2 ELR3EOEHTHSE, LHEDT

37) o) f:o
Z LT, BEIHEDONIANIEER,
38 - TA% the publicOFILETH O, A%

DOFItE EE, BEWENA FI) XETEH KL
PO RIE TR T 2RETH B Z &,
Tdh -7, ANl d { F Tthe public® the
country ORI Tdh b, Zh ik L TH the
State R BUf the Government O Fl| 4% T (3
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mote, HOBRENIAREMRT S LETH
D, HEEORIETEEMIRT B 7o DITIT Y RERE
IR L TOREERIEEZB U TR En s
ETHB, ELIHIREMNEINIZDTH 5,
4 F ) 2B s EEEAMRE, L Eo%
S ERTABEESEINFESIh D
Th -7,

S

E

1) BHOBRXERIUTOLEE D,
A Bill

Electric

Telegraphs. to enable Postmaster

to acquire, work and maintain
Electric Telegraphs, [1867-68, Bill 82], kU=
@ & 1E 75 % Electric Telegraphs. A Bill

amended by Select Committee] to

General

[as
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Postmaster General to acquire, work and
maintain Electric Telegraphs, [1867-68, Bill
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