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exploration of the history and background of the exchange of ideas 
between the Jainas and other systems of thought in India is imperative. 

It is our hope that the present volume will contribute to our knowledge 
and understanding of Jaina philosophical, historical, religious, literary and 
social aspects, and will, at least to a certain degree, be a meaningful 
advancement in Indological research, deepening our understanding of 
Indian intellectual heritage and culture in general. 

These words describe succinctly the aims of this collection of essays, which can 
serve as a gateway to Jainism, a world that is still quite new to Indology. 

The Eastern Institute 
Tokyo 

****************************** 
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