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ABSTRACT

An Experiment to Develop a Task-based Syllabus in Teaching
English as a Foreign Language at a Japanese Junior High
School: Effects on Students’ Academic Achievement and
Motivation by Introducing Project Work

Toshihiko HaYaMizu, Fumitaka ANDO, Masahito KINOSHITA

The main aim of this research is to investigate how project work affects students’ academic
performance and motivation, and to evaluate the worth of project work. This research also includes
an examination of the results of students’ self-evaluation of project work, in order to measure the
extent to which project work affects students’ academic achievement and learning motivation.

A series of six different projects was introduced to the subjects who were in Year 7. The result of
the survey shows that the degree of change of learning motivation of the experimental group of
students increased compared to that of the controlled group of students who did not take part in
projects, although there was not necessarily a significant difference. In addition to that, the degree
of change of autonomous motivation of the students who were positive about doing project work
was higher compared to that of other students.

However, since this research was unable to establish any positive link to students’ academic
achievement, further examination will be required to investigate the contribution of project work to

such achievement.

Key words: Task-based syllabus, Project work, Motivation



