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ABSTRACT
The Group Activities of Japanese Speaking C}ﬁldren with Challenges in Los Angels
Hiroko TsuBoI

The purpose of this research is to introduce self help group activities in Japanese for children with
challenges in Los Angeles, and to examine the meaning of this group. The group for children with
challenges was mainly operated by parents and met 25 times over a period of roughly 14 months.
Twenty-seven children aged 2 to 10 years old participated in the group, and the major disabilities
included MR, PDD and others. This group helped the children to maintain their Japanese as well as
provided an environment in which to relax. For the parents, this group offered an opportunity to
exchange information in their mother language (Japanese) and rendered psychological support. The
group also served as a bridge between Japan and the United States and linked the local Japanese
community with American society. The group was also used in preparation to move into local

programs, and in this regard, the need for cooperation with relevant local agencies was suggested.

Key words : Children with challenges, Self help group, Japanese overseas
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