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ABSTRACT

Effect of Difference in Reader’s Information on Text Production

Hideyuki SAKIHAMA

This study examined the effect of differemce in the information about reader’s age (or grade) in
writing. 33 college students (mean age=24.4) participated in this study. They were first given
appendix about okapi (consisted of 48 ideas, a map of African continent, and a picture of okapi), a
sheet of paper for 400 Japanese characters and questionnaire for writing process. Then they were
asked to write about Okapi to 10th graders (or their colleagues about age of 20) about 200 Japanese
characters. After writing task, texts between 150~250 Japanese characters were selected, and text
of 28 students (15 students wrote a text for 10th graders, and the rest of 13 for their colleagues) were
used as analysis data. Difference between groups in the following things were analyzed; 1) what is
1t that writers were aware most during writing process, 2) the number of participants using each
idea, 3) the number of subjects using phrases which are easy to have imagination about okapi, and
4) holistic score of their text. Results showed that there were no significant differences in these four
things between groups. Based on results in this study, it is indicated that information about reader’s
age would not be so effective in writing.

Key words: information about reader’s age, 10th graders, colleagues about the age of 20
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