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ABSTRACT

Development of the Information-Exploration Scale and Its Relation to
Undergraduates’ Media Usage

Tasuku IGARASHI

This study reports on the development of the Information-Exploration Scale, and on exploring the
relationship between the scale and media use. A total of 142 undergraduates (50 males and 92
females) completed the scale, reported on how much they spent time using mass media and
communication media, and rated the importance of these media. A factor analysis of the
Information-Exploring Scale revealed three significant factors, labelled Implementing Mass Media
Resource (IMMR), Implementing Interpersonal Resource (IIR) and General Information Explora-
tion (GIE). Females scored higher than males on IMMR. These scales demonstrated satisfactory
levels of internal consistency (Cronbach’s @ ranging from .71 to .83). Results of the analyses of
media usage showed that participants spent a lot of time on TV and mobile phone text messages.
Correlations between the Information-Exploration Scale and media usage showed that UMMR was
related positively to time spent on reading books, on magazines and on e-mail, while UIR was related
only to time spent on mobile phone text messages. Discussion was conducted focusing on the

emergence of social annoyance on the Internet, and on the implications for future research.

Key words : Information seeking, media use, college students
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